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In 1832, when &braham Linecoln announced his candidace
for the Illinocis State Assembly, he declared that:
®UIpon the subject of education...
T can only sayv that I view 1t as
the most important subliect which

we a8 a peonle can be engaged in,”

o000
To the immicrants
s I+t was sducation —— rather than Tllis Tslznd —-

that was the real gateway to America,

o and Iearning was synonvymous with nrogress.

o o o
Recause of public education
o] Iliiteracy has drooned from 11 (o

o Ye have cracked the genetic code.
e’ We've plaved golf on the moon,

e} Wetve glven the world ahstract exnreassianigm,



o We've virtually ceonguered poliso, tuberculosis,
whooping cough, and rheumatic fever.

s We've built a network of free vublic libraries all
across the Nation.

o We've led the world in biomedical research.

o Over the past four vears, the "nited States won

10 of the 11 Nobel Prizes in medicine and phvsiaologv.
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These dramatic leaps are rooted —— not in ignorance —-
but in education.

Henry 2teele Cormacger declared that "no other peonlse
ever demanded so mach of education —— none was ever served
so well bv its schools and educators.”

o o

™e voint is tnis:

imerica must have a network of ouhlic schools *to serve
all children, not Iust the selected few.
And anvy *z2l¥y zbout
o deschoanling our sacletvw,
Q or ciosing down our schoois.
o or Aesiding that some children should bs
arbitrarily cut off from Turther education ——
Such talk --
—-— not only shockingly deniesz our heritage —-
i1t also darkens hopelessly ocur prosnscts for

the fPuture,
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Twenty vears ago, America faced a iolting crisis.

&

o

Sputnik had 3ust been 1ifted Into space,

and during this dramatic moment James Rryant Consnt
forused on both the content and the structurs of
cur schoocls,

and the now-famousg Conant report helped shape the
Nation and rekindle confidence.

o ¢ o

Today we're in —— what some have calied -— the Pasft-

Conant Fra.

Muring the past 20 years —— which sesms mores like 3

thousgand

O

O

Americans have become more moblle and less stable.,
Televigsion and trzvel now corpete on equsl Tonting

with the classroom and the book.
Today Archie SBunker is hetter known than Silas

Marner, Fellini iIs more Influential than Faulkner,

and the siz o'clock news Is mare caomnelling than
the history ftext.

&nd today the ¢ld elementary, Junisor high and high
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I'm convineced the time has come to clarify the purposes
of public education and build a school structure for the

future, not the nast.
I believe 3it's time to sort out just what the mablic
schools ecan and cannot do. And Pocus once azzain on T fun-

damental purcoses:

The "Basic School
First —— we need g basic schopl —— 2 time to teach sach

child the fundamental skills and focuz especially on the

o The mastery of langusece is zhsolutely crucial,
o} £11 we know

nhaveily, in cur video culturs

N3

— witr i*g pmrnhzsis on spesch an? eagss —— Drin

It is a startiing Tact that today
o young children watch television
4-5000 hours

before they ever go to school.
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They soak up messages and stare at pictures

—— without formulating messages of their own
~— without extending their own vocabulary
- without developing the canpacity for coherent

thought.

mary of our students this has become the age of

the flash ant the zan

the hour-long spic

(O e

the W-minute encyclopadisz
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-minuta expianation

arity —-- heocomes at once Tore SI9-

Fyery chilAd rust be taught not onlv how to pecelive

n

gammuniczcate —— not Iust wih words —— but witw
—— the visusl =zrts

-—— and mathermatics

—-— ant rusic

-- and computers

—— and with dance as well.
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Here’s my polnt. Langusage is essential, and -- as a
National goal —— every child should be taught to read and
write effectively In what I've called the Rasic School.
And IT'm convineced this goal is realistic,
o After all, every child —— bsfore he or she ever
goes to
G k¥indergarten -- has learned to spessk, 3 process
through which the sending and receiving of messzarzes

is established.

The ¥iddle SBchool

In addition to mastering the fundamentals -—— T alsc
propose a ¥iddle School fo focus on the generzl sducation
which 21l students should possess.

The harsh truth is that the so-czallsd fumicr hich

school has largely lost its meaning., It Is sliced in

¢

awkardly between two cother schools with no clear-cut purnase
of iIts own. T propose we revitalize this middle schonl znd
reconstruct something I have ¢called the common sore.
o By common core I don't mean a single se* of courses
o Hor dc I propose & nationzl curricu
i1s, of course, unthinkable. Eduecation Is and rust

remain the responsibility of the States and laocal

school districts.



o However, schoocls must make it clear to students
that——zas human beings——we do share some things in
common and students must Iearn about ocur heritage
and understand lust how thelr own origins and wants
arit needs are inextricably linked to the origins
and wants and needs of others.

T, &. Filiot reminds us of the hazards of a frazzmentsd

shapeless sduecation.

In The Waste Land he asks:

"What are the roots that clutch, what branches grow
Qut of this stony rubhish? Son of man,
¥ou cannot say, or guess, for you know only
& hezp of broken images...."”
a aa

Yere's tre noint: Wh
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ls we rejolce In ocur Individual
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differences we still must
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& those themes and issuss that unites us...zs =

First, we share a common heritage.
¢ And iIf ocur schools da not helwn keen the npast alive
o and If they fall to Introduce students to the

s TIIv I L LY

]

to human gaing an
o 1If we do not confront ocur common heritage--we not
only will have lost our pest, w8 w111 hesve lost

gur future, too,



Second, we not only share 5 herltage,

challenges of &2 common ©

o

alwavs seemed guite curious to me that so
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I happen to belive that young people befare they leave
the middle school should have mastersd such essentizal
skills.

Let me suggest 3 third component to the middle schocol

I

curriculum. Not only must we focus on our heritage and on

contemporary social issues and institutions. We mast focus

-
FEale N

on the futur

[§))

>
I undersztant that to proposs & study of the future may

be startiinz 2%t First. Fuft the trutk Iis that thers Is no

sharp distinction between the futurse, pasht, and present, an
educators —— 2311 too often —- have failed to grasn this ess
tial fact,

Again i+t was T, S, Fliot ywho reminded us that

Lre ha*™ pervzns oressent Iin time Puturs
inA time future is contained in time nast.
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Students ghaould hegin
of all 1ife and lock at ths

technology, and the qualiity

o0 Where will we get our food, and how can i

gopropriately distr

e

toc confront the Interdependence
raelstionships among sclience,

of our iife.
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a V¥What about our energy sunnly, and how can It Ge

agutanly sharsd’

& How can we reduce the polscons in the atmosghers?

g Can we nave a proper balance between population

and the 1ife sunnort syztem af this planet Earth?
a And how cozn we live together, with ecivility, In
& ciimats of constrzint?

I happen to beliieve that todavy’'s young pecule zre rezdy
to think abhout thess servious academic issues. And In the
future we must enphasize globsl education, znt girtermatives
for the Future should e the central mission ¢f the midils
schoal,

The Transition Schaool

FPinally——2s 2 carstones to formal education--T oropose &
R=year "Transitian Schagl.”

By thelir middle teens, most younc people sre restlsess.,
They are eszger to brezk ocut of the academisc lock sten which
seems & time of endless ineubstion-——znd they mature much
earliier than they 4id 50 wears ago.



Por too long we've asked all students to leap together
over the same academic hurdles.

¥or too long we've assumed that there iIs something
sacred about the walls of the school btullding,

For too long we'lve assumed that a student who steoped

outside of the canventional academic program was

’-Jn

rretrievabliy lost.
o ocC

The pattern which I have called the “Transitic

,
s
:
¢

——zonfronts the fzct that students 3iffer from
each other

——znd that iIn the upper yezrs of school they

should be free to test their unicue talienfs

s T ey < + 1
o not only In the school,
- = T - T &I - - o T
¢ but a2lsc in the communitiecs outsids,

offer goporecticeships 2t community theszter

groups, &nd Internships In zallseries and mussum

acal business and industry to 2 school and

<7

praovide an-the-fob training for students who ars

Sl

eager tc be ocut werking and honing their skills:
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o A social/service school with ties to comunity
institutions B0 young pecple could work with
retirees and in hospitzals and old aze homes
and parks.

o A "university in the schools” would offer collegizte

tudents—both on

i “Ik

and on thse camoDus

Yere I must stress one important point.

o Figh school students will continus to snend maost
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af their time in school pursuing zead

grades, there would he Ltims In the uprer grades
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The harsh fact is that children will not learn s

ot

school if no one reads at home.
aaoa
Rut here I must raise z flaz of czautison., Schools can-—
not do it all alone.

The harsk T
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children w3111 not bBecome good

readers

o iIif our so-cziled "bogkshelves” ares Tilied oniy
with knickknacks and piastic flowers,
o and if TV watching is the precccunation of oarents

o In the future I'd like to see more parents rezad

aloud to children. and rediscover the beautv of

food homes make good schools, and I'm convinced that in
the Futures thiz partrershio must be zggressiveliy 2ffirmed.
I T T e e = I ==
I 2150 belisve thers must be more connsectisns bestwssn

] = ~ 3 E3 o
the Pormzl school zgng television

T hegsr o7

I must goncliuds hy smphesizing suites gnotker point,
Televisian Is not z substitute FPar Paormal aFucation
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It is not to diminish what happened In the Middis

East to say that

- nane of the words sxchanged during

that wvisit,

— none of the speeches,

- none of the documents,

- none af the nrivate meetings,

— none of the togsts —— was g5 significant zg ths

riveting of the whole worlid's attention onn one singis,

simultanecus, breathtakins, symbolic image —— twao former
enemlies sheking hands.

The Dower

understanding iIs

must sugment the

of mass

encrmous and this great tezching institution
interpretive process of formal

education.
Finallw, our schools need morse voluntsser surport.
Severzl months zago T visited Partin Luther King
School in Schenectisdy, ¥New York. Walking down the hall, T
glanced Into the library and saw an older man and a voung
boy sitting at z table with z book.
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the man had
school

igation T found

and had volunteered to come to
ta sud

vaolunteers

G.E.
children.
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This I am convinced continues to be the highest

such people as those assembled hers, I'm confident
public education will continue to achieve ocur twin

access and excellence for 211,

priority of this Nation. And because of the commitment of



