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students; 

proposes to remove from 

o choos^Tfo^ themselves. 

This is/not^ to dejvy^haB courses in^Hestern Cvih 

are ut tol require) students 

to take a course,^carries a strong^rij^beral 
connotation.O 

It struck mejas a staggering comment on our time^that ^ 

iX 15 vacs/'of formal education. 

o rejected, the idea of relationships/and 
failed to understa thaE) a search for 

aysto be our common heritage isjfi 

confused with somethingS^ie called ^ 
* 3 

This'/incident "?viv idly/revealed €o me one of the 

dies of our time. 
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o h recen^national surve^reveale<^^hat^ 

even after P 

on energy,/ onl 

Carter gave his speech 

of the ic surveyed — 

2 percgj*t to be precise — even knew that 

\Am erica had to ̂ i^ortoi) from abroad, 

o In recent years fifty percent of all twelfth-

graders studied j'jb̂ h WB^gewtf^aggp- could not 

/choose~correctl^7an Arab country out of 

,f^r^hoices>they were given, 

o andj^£^perceK& of these JtfSelfth-graders 

thought tha<n5old^MeTr^ather than<^Vnwarv) 

Sliderfe) was f|JFesTdent of Egypt. 

Last ye^if during(jrv coverage of the gadat-Begih 

discussions,/which, incidentally* were interspersed/ with 

coverage of the Chicago Bear^football game 
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ee^put of every/fours^pectator^^" 

interviewed at half time^had 

heard of^adatXJr^Begirv^ 

never 

o but were all aware of the^prowe^s of 

L^Clocal hero^) (Wj*lter Patto^. 

Recentf^hile flying fromNew Orleans' tc^Orlando^I read 
in the morning paper, thei, New OrleansPicayune 

that diversity of California scientists 

now concluded 

o tha^^he ^a^th's ozort^bandNi^s being 

harmed by contaminant^at/twice)the 

rate/^redicted earlier. 

o I thought it symbolic of our time 

this (Important stoty^ — perhaps a 

017-dieat^ story yt- was reported in a 

^Tingle paragra p h )buried deep/in section 

0 0 0 

Environmentalists/are fond of talking about the 

Iner^bility1®^ of t»r "ecosystem'' 

o but/l suspect^hat^secause of^ignorance) 
-j , . ^ r— — Z^bvhcJ-) If /i> A "our own" life system^ntay b^most 

:ragile) andQnost threatenec 

\ 
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/ 
Lewis Thoma^, that marvelous science writer^in his 

r emar k^hle^book^he~L i ves o T a C e 11} said, , 

" I tiT^lXusio^ to think that there's 

anything \fragile\about th^Tlife of/earth; 

surel^^this is ^he toughest membrane^ 

imaginably in the universe, 

o (^le^tHe^human specie^(| are thevdelicate 

(^partj^transientand <yulnerable\^is cilia. 

And yet with "air our vulnerability 

we havejassume^that ̂ in the name of 

something we callC^progress^" we could 

move aheac\without understanding our 

connectednes^^o each othei^and to 

nature.. 

And we have ̂ Jssumgj^that^we could do 

so\without understanding there is a 

negative^price to pay. 

In the (Sfocial worldN^as in th^ physical woUif there is 
no f^ee rid^j 

for every (actiorf)there is an equal and 

equivalent |?eaction^>7hich : inevitably 

must be faced. 
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I*ve developed a little jtactic 

has temporarily stopped^us cold.Jf Whenever I get a proposi-

tion which someone s a ^ will^^^ove^the systeny I send it 

back and say,j/"Give me the negative sldeof your assumed 

progress." ̂ ?hat*s the ^rice we p a y — It may be worth it of 
course.— W T * ^ ^ e j i m o ^ ^ ^ J ^ f J ^ 

^or generations we have assumed that we can gain and 

neverf lose. l\The assumption is false. 

II 

But enough of thes^jgloomy observations* 

I bel ieve^ihatjonce again a new^sense of urgency* is 
>egirining to emerge.^ 

o We are beginning to recognize that 

the human race is expanding at the 

rate of/^Too ,000 people every day,'— 

73jailJjLon people every year. 

^Painfully we are now remindecL 

that/our^ gas pumpsAare somehow connected 

to the Middle—Ea&tf _____ 

thatQUuerican industry is almost wholly 

dependent on foreign sources for chrow.ium, 
for C^obal^^for (£>auxit^, for ̂ jaagnesium,} 

andHfor tinj 
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p that(40 to 95) percent of our Jprecious 

metal^are imported f romj'Third World 

rountries; 

that abou€^one-third p£ the profits of 

merican corporations^come froro exports 

or from foreign investments! 
that(on® out of ever^si^Jfactory workers 

in this country^is making something 

and that l̂ wo million Americans^pre employed 

in foreign trade. 
0 0 0 

are b^ginning to comprehend the fact\thatya chil< 
Will, if he todayjinto a world of four billion, 

attains age 60^to shari^. the eart^/with^sthree Jnjnes> as 

many human beings. 

ĵ ogi<e Berra^ that^great American philosopher, said on one 

occasion,^you cando a lot o^ observing by jus t wa t ch ing^ 
And I suggest you carTgain a lot of wisdomj>by discovering" 

l^the \mity of ̂ ur^worljgj 

o not just in a ical sense 

but in a social sense as well. 
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monograph ^ubMshed^yZ^h^^otrJdLAffairs Council 

Philadelphia, Robert Mullet) said 

- I S -

child born today . . . will be both 

actorfend a^Jbeneficiar^fcr (*T~victifn/in 

total world fabric^nd he may rightly 

Why was I noV warned; 

was I not better educated?^ Why did 

teacheyp not cell roe about these problems 

indicate my behavior^s a member of an 

nterdependen\ human rarp?l 

/orld̂ r' so the A 
later life may ho mndPRMy reduced. 

ilflnu'i\ about our interdependent wor ld^ so the 

be still more specificC our schools) and 

give a new priority to 

. ^ c j ^ t M 
o ^mphaciginiT not just <feasic scientific 
_ — V * ^ J U L rrprinciples^but emphasizi*^ also the way 

science feiid technology now shape our 

Ifvphree Mile Island)taught us anything at all/it taught 

us how ignorant we are. 
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0 
Via wore introduced to a whole; new aaifega^ 

ems, 
YlXW * 

ntainmentsy1 and,/cold shutdowns,'which wer^for 

most of us a foreign language. 

Three Kile Island also tauaht us we cannot trust "PR* 

promoters who^in times of crisis^seem more concerned with 
^ _ image than with truth. 

Students must laarn «riiiiru"il • > the#world we ha.ve created 
SJ^JTj 

l ^ b y ^ n d 

.our society will be drivenTmqfre 
nderstandindto thf 

o And so ̂ that^we wil^b^bettei^able^ to 

decide^he iswesome moral choice^which 

must be made. 
L 

the National Several months ago ̂ -^Joan GaKITtJo^ney, 

Science Foundation, and (^announced a new television program, 

which will focus on "science*^ technology/and the 

environment. 

junior hig? ( o It's going to b 
s school children^llO_to 12^ 

o It*s going to be "̂ ofjferesl̂  in the^midd^fe of ! ^ " 
the school day so it can be shown in class-

rooms, o And it will be offered^ in f the4at ate afternoon 
and^evenings sp parents and children «an 

watch it. 
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In doing some of their {^reproduction researi 

tried to find out^what understanding\<Jijnior high school stu-

dents haveAabout their worl<l). 

She found that some children when asked. 

o^ "Where does ̂ electricity come from?" said 

the switch-* ___ 
o When asked, "Where does thewater come 

from?" they said <*the fauceti" 

p "Where does the ̂ jarbac^ go?" You guessed 

it . . "down the chute*" 
- — j i^dl 

K bit humorous, perhaps, but startling in Mini niil'lm 11. 

developed a culture iq which 
our sense of connectedness 

and /touch 

which we can jSee J and 
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The p o w e r t ghahging attitudtej^as dramatically 

illustratedMust a little over a year ago 

o wherf President Sa« said~fm~warfted to" 

address ̂ hg^~Israeli Parliamen 

o The world wa nd days later 

c tnillions of^pedpl^sat transfixed^as an 

\ (^Egyptian plarf^^ouehed doi&^sn Israeli soil. 
It is not"to diminish the^)olitical^mpS^^rrf^-tftat visit 

to sayCthat 

none of the words that~were~exchanged, 

o none of the speeches. 

Oj none^f the documents, 
L 
none of the private meetings. 

o and none of the toasts — 
v 

X of none\of these\was as significant as the "OvCnA^y 
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-rtvegfeaĝ  of the wHole^world*s attentiof 

on one ̂ ingle^ breathtakiji^ (symboljjr 

image 
v 
hen two former enemie; look hands. 

Instantly^ 500 million people\^-~jand they tell me that's 

how many saw that e n c o u n t e r ^ 0 0 million peoples felt their 

connectedness. H 

[nstantly their "perspective" was expanded and, momen-

tarilyl^at least,) the world wa| brought . m t -r in 3k grand 

gesture on hehalf of peace. 
IV 

Avv? brings me back to my central message. -file del 4 

I hope ^ha^^uring yojjr^colTegiat e^years^you have devel-
sp/6 oped special skills — to help yo a 30 IobD 

/ 
o I also hope^thatjduring your collegiate 

yearsJyoxx have developed a^^reater respect 

for the planet Earthjand a grea^ter under-

standing) of our dependence on each other. 

0 0 0 

When our jfirst tea me back from footer spac&y 

with those marvelous photographs) of the -pbmm&t Earth 
Archibald MacLeish/wrote in the New York Times-V 

to see the Earth 'as it truly 

(Entail and blue 
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(^beautiful/in that eternal sil^ence where if floats 

is to secTourse 1 ves , 
e a r t h together 

As a member of the Class of 1979/1 congratulate you and 
„Jp /u^TsuJcfi^ //f x 

wish you — a s you continue yourf journevy— as riders 

| on the Earth^fe 

# # # 


