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Dr. Lewis Thomas -- author Q^^ives of a Cell, aiwl 
i li If"I ii n f rhn Mnmar-'*̂ 1 q"1 ' ̂  i n n ^ 
Center --- said recently ill n m i i I 111L "F H"' *imr lTil IL 
ft nr*nm'«»rfT-i nr» fnr f-V.r. UTTfinr.nmowf nf g p T ^ ^ that^theSe 

are not tfffeJbest of t ^ ^ f o r the human mind. 

All sorts of things seem to be 
turning out wrongs and 
century seeihS-toHbe slipping 
through n n r f i r t ^ r - a ftWo at-

the endwith almost /all 
promises* unfilled. 
I cannot begin to guess^at a l & W S ^ 
the causes of our cultural 
sadnessj hot evert' the most 

~ important oneSiL-Bttt 
•—think ofljone thin&. that is 

wrong with us^and eats away 
at us w£ do not know enough . 

r~about ourselves. 
• • — — ~ 

We are ignorant ̂ BoutXhow we 
work, where we~fit in, 
and most of all£gbmif"?the 
^pormoag/, glmgondegaiT^ system 
of life!in which we are embedded 

_ as working parts^. . 7Ttis"~lT~ne*r 
""experience tor all of us. It's 

ground. 
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Just think, two centuries ago 
we could explain <averyTTTit̂ g 
about ^vgrytju^, out of pure 
r easan^an d n ow most of that 
e^^aborate, and <harmoo.iouŝ  
structure has come apart before 
our eyes, f— 
We are dumb. 

While Dr. Thomas' ewwwftt may overstate the case a 
bit, I ara convinced his conclusions cannot be ignored. 

The simple truth is that with all of our education, 
we are not fully satisfied. With all of our erudition 

--there still remains in the pit 
of our stomach a kind of prickly 
ball that tells us something is 
not right. • cnttSfllFh' 

Vfc all kttdH fl wtj jre'fmty- h&ngsfe fchat -Josi^h 
to**™ x s u s , m , . K - e o y c £ , o > 3 J & J C U & ) y n 

Rgyofc-wa-o right when, ho obccrvt/d t-hat 
we have become 

more knowing 
more clever 
and more skeptical 

but seemingly--
we do not become 

more profound or 
more reverent. 

3 : ^ B Z t t c z v C ^ ^ 
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Softie ye^m ago, Will-iam Arfoysmith declar 
fdern university is '^unconsciously helping tcf creatj 
few and special modern chaos in/which the environment as 
whole is ̂ .obody's business a^d bears nobody's 

i lesign--a/conglomeyate whose tfotal disorder/is exposed 
Bythe ruthless un'rerateaftabd of thCpartsT 

T J - K r f T & K J ? l ^ f e c r 171 G>T G T ^ / 7 V O Z 1 r C x T Z n & C ^ ^ 

*ffinri? in niiiii liillh 10 I hi-* ahnrge. ft^TB 
o For, with all uf D m acAJeliric C/^V&rfT ^ ^ 

sttte tic tics and rrar countless 
i n J f t t 7 T i l C t 

cgtofeui'iu ui l a f ^ i f e ^ e - ^ I h / y ^ & S y y frequently study all questions 
except those that matter 
most. 

o And while we transmi 
<^?ragments of information, 
we 

\\w\ am i i j I to search 
out and highlight the 
''Cnt^locking^Jhreads of human 
knowledge. 

W H T 
TUf"XimL Al> rtiat students come to college at a time 

in their lives when the biggest questions/'press in 
' and yet rarely in the academic programs are these 

transcendent issue^ met head on. 
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o ̂ -Somerset M a u g h a m t h e "Writer's 
Notebook" writes poignantly of the 
mountaineer who struggled to reach 
the top of the highest peakf ®nly 
to discover that instead of seeing 
the sunris/ he found only fog7̂ )at 
which point the writer suggests 
CSe^wandered down again 

Many students come to college seeking a broader vision, 
but finding (Only fog^ 

o o o 

It was" ToTstoy^w)io, as a young man. i^KSSEftPtS^The 
issjaefe LhaL beeuudd L Plenties • Lu pi'LjAiu, una—the^ 
lf5L ib ieleudiiL j & L — ^ U T e l otoy troubled himself 
with such questions as 

o<̂ 5ttLV live at ali?"3 
"What is the cause^of my 
existence and of everyone 
else^s"?"— — 
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o "What is the meaning of the 
cleavage into, good and evil^w^ich 
I feel within myself, and why does 
this scleavage, exist?" 
'What should be the plan of my . 
life?" 

o What i^ deathjyhow can I transcend 
/ it?" 

Where in the college programs can such universal 
questions be Akeidt How can students develop the art 
of wise decision making which,-as Walter Lippmann says, 

across all specialities. " 

o o o 

Th\s sort of wisdom transcends^he disciplines, for 
Lin in Dippmann' s worlds , 

o V'it can be possessed by an^ne who 
ha^ an imaginative feeling fô  
what\[eally matters to human b<̂ Ln̂ s, 

o >whether\they travel\j.n jet plane^ or 
wa%k on fofet, 
whether they\are craftsu^n in littl 
workshops or h^fe^ hands an 
automat icf̂ tec to ry run by a-\d̂ njiputer. " 

frQ/l/wG- T b ^ & B - O V ^ i n s T t a - ( & n n - ( r C T t T l A & i $> / T C I S V H ^ 

W * * * * * * * 

^ [ r d ft P f t L j ^ i 
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^he^ point is clear^^nough^r^-We must, 
which jtei-lj enable U3 -feo see the wholeness in life. 

"The 1 learning o£ our time musT: r 
i 

engender respect, not just for 
the physical ecology of this 
planet, butVor the delicate 
balance of our^eocial ecology 
as well—. 

o Qjnit^j not the fragmentation of 
knowledge, must be central to our 
searcn. 

II 
- i ^ u f r & t > A M t n C o r f l T l f U r 

Second, a collppp education muot be a truly 
humani-iinfe uKpcricnce, a procoos-^hpr fitT^^es the 
dd̂ tiiLy 'M 1 doopenc the conviction/that 
people are important. 

ot This statement is so simple, it 
borders on the sentimental. 

3 Yet in our busy world\o± incre? 
emphasis on technology,^of pressures 
and problems on every sid^of almost 
hourly crises,|one of our most diffi-
cult tasks Qtill remains--jihat of 
dealing <JaymaneLy with one another. 
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o o o 

Surrounded, Sometimes even mats£ere^<^by our inventions, 
it becomes ^Tl too^ea^r"to_gut people into categories We 
tend to speak o£ '1 engineerT^' "professor^ " _"bus drivers^' 
the ('middle-clas^,11 the "s^ent majo^ity^ and on and on 
we go. * 

And as we pigeonhole,\|we distort^ losing sight of 
the fact that we are talking about people--

o„ individuals HhoJlaugi^jwho love^ 
<^who have unique talents and deep 
aspirations, 
who grow'^ld^nd "lonely, 
who have <̂ fears and doubts^ii? the 
dark of night. . 

o o o 

Even on campus we "classify" ourselves and colleagues, 
and here too we become "^eOTomistl^n^ deans and mathema-
ticians an <£-i:adieal s >nd (admini s t r a tor s a,nd chancellors 
and^tuden t jsl̂ nd the office staff." 

We live out^leanor Rigby-^popularized in the Beatles' 
tune. 
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Eleanor, as you'll recall, 
waited at the window 
rearing the raaj ^ w e a r e keeps 

in a jar by the doorjVj> 

ro We, too, ̂ ear our ma 
out our roles as Cĵ o-di mensxona £5 
people, wearing a(^face^)we keep 
in a jar by the door. 

-e—e—e~~ 

our Earth home 
must domonctrat-g Llld.L Wfci alfct 

- f t ) i 9 K ^ V - f n c ^ ' T 

The point is this~7 TE n-rn fi-nly nnnr-orpoH afrrnil:. 

_ T ^ p f l — O t s ( f 

depending -upon-one antrthel̂  _ . 
struggling together^ living and 
dying on a single globe, 

o and wc mint nno / r̂ r \ 
another Lu ijuppuiL our common 
-emi&e. 

ft h ^ o l j L t p ^ 

'or to talk saving our Earth while we destroy 
ourselves is sad mockery indeed. Xake no mistake: if 
we dehumanize ourselves \.n (the proce^, we spiritually 
denude our el 

1 o x t - o r e T o v c t f T 

fin. to ft l , " « T > f j i , B r 2 _ e - - F r - h I W r 
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That great American philosoph<^Yogi Ber^ said 
Do a lot of observing by just watching" 

r, — ; 

/ Do a (Jot of living -- by lovi 
|^and ^ur^fellow^erK 

Thiii rlii' 'i r'- t n tihrrnl 
must be-

III 

I now turn to my 
logically/ 

/Ow e ? 
it 

rorrr last. 
iorO one that foll< 

J L E ^ H - o teXE^ ^ m p o u ^ 

the capacityx^o make N 

judgment^^j^^forTO convictions^ upon 
& that-values 

o It is not enoug 
the world 

re^y to see 
nd Sensitive yejy--

It is not enough siTpp^);ovresp§ttj 
our fellow i 

m ^ v r & U ? * * ! * ' Y - , k c 

t o O t m & n r e ^ i b v t o L t i r e . 
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9 wither we mu^: continue to develop arid 
refine the capacity t/Ts^chieve "what J 
is gooa\and what 

_seriously\he probletn^f "values 

o o o 
Whenever a discussion turns^to valu&s^ a strange \ 

embarrassment seems to overtake us all. 

o /^bomehow^ye have deluded ourselves 
into believing^thatjwe can be 
responsible people^ithout ever 

^^akingsid^, ̂ without expressing 
firm convictionsNabout fundamental 
issues. 

HUT riinpnrr "ftraquonfTy gaaa 
tJr Lalk abuui any dlld ail subject'ŝ —"" ' ^nir 

In his penetrating boold^^aith and LearnTilĝ v Alexander 
Miller commented rightly on this curious timidity when he 
wrote: 
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decent tentativeness is> a wholesome 
expression y?f scholarly humility. 
"T7e seem to have a sort (Q^dogmatic^ ~~ 
tentativenesj^hich suggests that 
(in matters of moral judgment, at 
least) it is ̂ ff^ellectually indeceftfe? 
to majfcê ljpyour mirrds^" 

o o o 

T*. i r, t-v̂ fl X Ha Own campiiisp0, ^ ^ 

TVm£iht u p in thr thirlr nt t~hi || ...ILlJ ' I j ^ f r ^ V S i f ^ ^ t g ^ , are te 
there 1a a liapc.f ul—Aj-diL Ha all of thio.-

o We now realize that, as (Qeorge^ 
Steiner has reminded us, a man 
who is in t^lle ctually advanced 
can at the same time fi^morall^ 
bankrupt. 

o We now know that such a man can 

k 
h / 

1 

the evening/ and the next dayQjc^ 
to his daily work at the concen- \ 
tration camp to gas his fellowmen. / 
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o "What ^row^^i inside literate 
civilization," ^teiner ai^, "that 
seems to prepare it^for the release 
of barbarism?" 

u 

Steiner's comment not only jhighlights ou^dill 
but also ̂ iramatizes the d£isil lusionii that has taken 
root in our midst. 

We are beginning to understand 
that education does not inevitably 
_humanize. — 
We are losing faith in the childish 
notion that all education, regardless 
of its quality or thrust or purpose, 
will lead to virtue. 

^nereasliigl^—LUbu,—it ^cconies eleer 
education^are to exercise ai 
then "i TTt 'T-f jn 1 rrf Mnl th 
place in â rnora 1 corvtext~T 

that if we in 
in society, 

. mn.4*1 of education take • i 

This not to suggeŝ t a "progr-aia.of indoctrTn 
that suf focate^the spirit; neither does mean theory 
courses that become"only speculative and remb<£ 
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o What is called for is*~a^fra»ewQ£k of 
inquiry in which the process of 
wrestling with big issues and complex 
values is made fully legitimate--

o a place where the climate does not push 
for conclusions, but rather makes 
honorable the quest. 

o o o 

When all is said and done, we must call for colleges 
^ committed to the development within each student of the 

r.flpayifiy ft? jnrSgp right-lv f̂p matters of life and conduct 
O r m M t - r m f - n Y H> a j r / n & l ' f 
o In no way , do thairc ,impprafejr»fes 

r r x>t>es * s t > v 

replace the need for rigorous 
study in the disciplines, 

o- -but: niii'Lhbr niujjt Lhls need 
A ^ ^ i - r ^ y hPTTiar> yparn'intr ffr-
or, frioa that lead* to a 
reverence for life and a high 
regard for the dignity of man. 

IV 
M s ^ 

/And \ym a word about this MaMt-t Institution 

o n * ! * - " " f y . , t a * - v 
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o • BeloriL College uniquely qualified 
to yiielp I p a d the/vay /to the rteassefabling 
ot our most ba/ic values. / ^ 

o This college has for yearp explored the 
highest reaches of the human mind 
^without forgetting that intertwined 

there is 

B«l«wt has long sought to give us the happiest of 
fusions--the "educated heart." 

This easy label, the educated heart, means to me--a 
reverence for natural and human life and a respect for 
excellence. 

o The educated heart means the 
development of an appreciation 
of beauty, 

o a tolerance of others, a reaching 
for mastery without arrogance, 

,o a courtesy toward~~opposlug vievr; 
o a dedication to fairness and social 

justice, 
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an adherence to integrity and precision 
in thought and speech, 

o an openness to change, 
o and a love for graceful expression and 

audacious intellect. 

These may be lofty ideals but they are still, I am 
convinced, within man's grasp. 

o o o 

And for those of you graduating here today--those 
J l n l c M ^ r . 

who have had the privilege of studying at fchi~s di-ftLiiigulSlied 
inotifciiiti nn--I urgently hope that you will be pioneers in 
seeing to it that our civilization never becomes a society 
o^big machine^ run 

little men^ 

you feel a bit uneasy~*,ttr^^—-about your faJLtTrp-
your NatiorL^or wtioyou really are^>know that you do not 
stand alone.^ But know also that for every doubt there is 
an affirmations that can be made, 

o o o 

For the ironies of Charles Dickens' time in the 19th 
century are with us even now. 
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o In that earlier day, Dickens said, 
"it was the worst of times, the 

I T S V P n ^ w rto&gCe b * ) 

j " i'm sure you know that the best things about any 
tollege are not what is said but rather what is live 

o Your.assignment from this moment 
on rs to lxve .the beluiL Ideal 
which calls foj^a life^of 
intellect, (̂a life of integrity, 
and(a_li£e^of loving service to 
your fellow man and to your 
God. 

I wish you well. 

# # # 


