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I'm honored to participate in the inauguration of 
William Rankin Dill 

as the eighth President of Babson College. 

President Dill is 

° an outstanding scholar* 

° a careful, creative thinker and 

° a most effective administrator 
and X congratulate 

° the Babson Corporation 

° and all the members of the community 

for the splendid choice and I know the college will have 
brilliant leadership in the days ahead. 

Let me also say a further word about the college. 
Babson fills a unique position as an independent college of 
management with high academic standards, superb facilities, 
commitment to liberal learning and a strong tradition of good 
teaching, too. This to me is a winning combination. 

During the past six months or so, I have visited colleges 
and universities from coast to coast. And X have discovered 
that on campus after campus 

° about two out of every three college students 
are now majoring in job related fields— 
business, journalism, computer science, and the like-

° and about one-third are in the more traditional 
field of arts and science. 
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Some find this trend alarming. But I believe it reflects the 
fact that education has always been a "unique blend" of 
inspiration and vocation. 
Several years ago while on sabbatical in Cambridge, England, 

I read that marvelous novel by C. P. Snow The Master, 
In the epilogue of that book Snow includes a brief history of 

Cambridge University. He describes how clerics in the 12th 
century settled along the Cam River in central England. 

° He tells how young men came to live with 
the religious leaders—the only educated 
people of the day— 

° how they slept on straw, 

° how they suffered poverty, and how they 
had very little food. 

And then C. P. Snow posed the central question 

° Why did these young men endure the pain and 
the indignity of it all? 

In response the author said quite simply, 

° they endured the hardship because 

° they want jobs— 
—jobs in the government 
—jobs in the law 
—jobs in the ministry. 

The students came to Cambridge because they urgently needed 
to be productively employed and personally fulfilled. 
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X repeat: the purposes of a college education have always 
been deeply rooted in vocation, and this is at the heart of 
Babson College. 
Babson has another long tradition. To help students gain 

perspective and develop values which give meaning to their work. 
Many years ago Josiah Royce observed that 

we have become 
more knowing 
more clever 

and more skeptical 
but seemingly 
we do not become 
more profound 

or more reverent. 

And this observation still applies today. 

Most students come to college with some fundamental questions 
that cut across the disciplines. And yet—rarely in the 
curriculum—are these "transcendent issues" met head on. 

The most fundamental issues of our time are confronted 

° not in the curriculum 

° or in the classroom 

° but in the Rathskeller and in the college dorm. 
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It was Tolstoy who, as a young man troubled himself with 
such questions as 

° "Why live at all?" 

° "what is the cause of my existence and 
of everyone else's?" 

° "What should be the plan 
of my life?" 

° "What is death? how can I transcend it?" 

Well these may be heavy questions for the college campus. 
And yet we still must askt How can students develop the 
art of "wise dicisionmaking" which, as Walter Lippmann said, 
"cuts across all specialities." 

The point is clear enough. 

In addition to developing techinical competence in 
business 
and law 
and medicine 
and horticulture 
and computer science 
and journalism 
and environmental science 
and the list goes on and on. 
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In addition to knowledge about these special fields students 
also must gain perspective and gain a deeper understanding of 
who they are and where they fit. 

Babson College understands that if this perspective is not 
a part of professional education, students—regardless of 
vocation—will live out their lives in quiet desperation. 

Finally, I'd like to comment on the relationship between 
education and public policy. 

° it's a problem that affects all 
colleges and schools. 

When Thomas Jefferson was asked if mass opinion could be 
trusted, he responded 

I know of no safe depository of the 
public good than the people. 

This Jeffersonian vision of grassroots democracy seemed 
within our reach 

° when values were more widely shared, 
° when society was more cohesive 

° and when public policy issues were 
simpler to grasp. 

Today it seems to me the dream appears to be increasingly 
Utopian. The agenda of government seems increasingly 
beyond our grasp. 
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° Should our use of nuclear energy 
be expanded or cut back? 

° Can an adequate supply of water 
be assured? 

° How can the spiralling arms race 
be controlled? 

° Should we be for or against 
supply-side economics? 

° Even the semi-metaphysics question 
of when human life begins 
is on the political agenda. 

As a nation we are becoming civically illiterate. 
And unless we find better ways to educate 
ourselves as citizens we run the risk of 
drifting unwittingly into a new kind of 
dark age. 

In this new age of intellectual darkness, 
citizens will make decisions—not on the basis 
of what they know but on the basis of blind faith 
in one or another set of experts. 
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Clearly, for those who care about "Government by the 
People" this prospect cannot go unchallenged. I believe all 
of the nation's colleges and schools have a special obligation 
to combat the growing illiteracy about public issues. 
My purpose here is not to propose a new curriculum but to 

call attention to an urgent problem. 

° Schools and colleges simply must do a 
better job in helping students make 
discriminating judgments on questions 
that affect the nation's future. 

In 1896, Woodrow Wilson, then a forty year old professor of 
jurisprudence and political economy, wrote an essay entitled 
"Princeton in the Ration's Service." In this well known 
defense of education, Wilson wroter 

"...the spirit of service will give college a 
place in the public annals of the nation. It is 
indispensable, it seems to me, if it is to do its 
"right" service, that the aire of affairs should 
be admitted to all its classrooms. I do not mean 
the air of "party politics," but the air of the 
world's transactions. There is laid upon us, he 
said, the compulsion of the national life. We dare 
not keep aloof and closet ourselves while a nation 
comes to its maturity. The days of glad expansion 
are gone, our life grows tense and difficult? our 
resource for the future lies in careful thought, and 
the school must be of the nation." 

These words, it seems to me, are still appropriate today. 

Babson College has a distinguished heritage 

° and the future, under the outstanding 
leadership of President William Dill, 
is very bright. 
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I urge you to continue your mission of preparing men and 
women for vocations. 

° Developing in them the capacity to 
make discriminating judgments and 
the capacity to act wisely as citizens 
who shape our future. 

As this occurs Babson will continue its tradition in 
the nation's service. 


