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(4fhirty-five years aggi the German philosopher,<§§EE:?;;EE?§V
d

identified the goal of education as culture.
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LULture,;jaspers "a given historic

ideal (and)

« + « a coherent system of associations gesturg§4\
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\valqgg) ways of putting things+——7tt—

© The educated person, Jaspers c;;;IE§§§y was one to whom
culture--so defined--hag become second nature.

' Today, /a generation after Jaspers wrote, we find ourselves, as a

nation, deeply hesitant about the aims of education.
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i\;ﬁiaii~giiiiigigz\would characterize a person oQZééiEEEE:>

in our fragmented post-modern society?

ﬁ\»The absenceﬁgg\gggﬁérs\is haunting. e :
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There was a time when colleges and univer

~ about thetl) asmlom ?0“0 0* “ﬂv@t‘\

o Théb task TSR was to transmit--to the next

generation--moral, cultural, and political values and

traditions. ~Wilk ne ﬁuoﬁfw P THE

© This mission was once so vital that in most 19th Century
colleges the presidents taught a "moral philosophy"
course as the apedemmsccEEiee-. 'ewel "1'37’6 lsoltruie Cravn
~ saueij
Even after the diregg r of the c;:tzﬁzﬂeclined, schools and
colleges continued as a bastion of the moral order.
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Bue farly in this century, confidence in the unity of the
>

established order began to fade. HindGinigrr=iierrrapmiin

damnnée Gl -RTP- inidmadibiory q O Rme d ocence,
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certainti were shaken by scientific inquir

- and higher education's in its own moral

mission wemkmmed. o/ #2747 adic

on this loss of coherence and conviction,

Commentin

Robert Hutchins,/ on one occasion, described the modern

university as a series of separate departments held

together by a central heating system;

o and(gii£5~égngkharacterized the multi-yiversity as an

assemblage of faculty enterpreneurs held together by a

common grievance over parking.
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Famsi2®” a Stanford Unlver31ty faculty commlttee proposed a

western civilization

few—yeare—beoforer The student newspaper, in a biting attack on

the faculty proposal, said in a front-page editorial that the new

requirement would:

‘remove from students the right to choose for

themselves } . .This is not to deny that courses in

>

western culture are valuable and:gggfzgggigﬁiiﬁﬁiii:nnnid
%ffffEEIZEEEEEEﬁ. To require such a course, however,

arries a strong, illiberal connotation. . . It imposes a

R el

"nonuniform," we are at the same time interdependents
a shared cwdsbaral heritage, a shared agenda of urgent
contemporary problems, and shared future that cannot be

tlsf'Sﬁﬂ”ti. _ Frudt e ‘d““ifuu(

elatedness are not SZ onymous, .

It is as 1rrespon51b1e to 1mp1y to students that they have

—1n e Lo-lv/
<::§§EE}EE_12—EEEEQB>aS it to sugges that_\‘gy are alike.
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And this--it seems to meg--is precisely the point where "the ;t>

Humanities” move center stage.
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© fhere is, belleve more than an“accidental connect132/7

L\Eﬁfff?n such words as<££§§§£2§ﬁﬁ§ﬁ€>and @ﬁﬁan1t§%€>

© They identify an area of inquiry with people at the
YrET
center.

%\\iﬁihumanities focus on the CQ§§E§EEEEEEI>common

experiences of the human race

° nd in so doing they seek to integrate and give meaning

a

K\_EP all the d1sc1ples——1nc122i22_§EiSEEE;jL \f(7\
(ot

The 0 Comtont<t 157 W\WQW

ritimg—in 1ne Humanities and/%he Common Man

educatioh permeated biiﬁii humanist\ic sp1r1t ha
included\science." ____ji>

he notes, her than xhat which
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Nearly forty years ago ipn=fs ien, Mark Van Doren

Wrote:

3y
v
The connectedness of things is what the educator

contemplates to the limit of his capacity. AﬁS"EGEEH*“-~———

capacity is great enough to permit a vision of the
L]

wn
world as simple, but if the educator does not aim at

U S O G O O—a K

the vision no one else will,

*_.,géééi%ggg;éééé§§é§§§§:‘Ljﬁ'- The student who can begin“
early i?_iif§>to ﬁgzgi_bf things as connectedy even if

\——'/
he revises his view with every succeeding year, has

begun the life of learning.
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1 1ife forms on the planet earth are‘EEEEEEEEEEEEB

interloc and<g;’;ducgzzgﬁfis complete without an

e ettt ™
understanding of the\grdered;jinté;E;;;;E;Eb\nature of the
7

- —

universe.

® Lewis Thomas, in his Phi Beta Kappa Oration at Harvard

)

University, said that:

There are no solitary, free-living creatures:

Every form of life is dependent on other forms.

z‘The great successes in evolution, the mutants who

have, so to speak, made it, have done so by

fitting in with, and sustaining, the rest of life.

Up to now we might be counted among the brilliant
successes, but flashy and perhaps unstable. We should go
warily into the future, looking for ways to be more
useful, listening more carefully for the signals,

watching our step, and having an eye out for partners.

Tre .$9446 5 ‘ﬂﬁ7‘z;’

ion means learning about the underlying

patterns of the natural world and discovering that all elements

of nature, in some manner, are related to each other.

stic learnt



Fifth, all students should understand that our common heritage

a bridge that holds us all together in ways we hardly understand.
o

S

It is more than this.

I

It is what Edmund Burke termed "a pact between the dead,

the living, and the yet unborn."

O It is essential that the human race remember where it has

\\‘Qgen and how, for better or worse, it got where it is.

t° An understanding of our heritage should be expected of
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< _ Finally, all students should explore values and beliefs.

9 —mducation, by its very nature, is value—laden. Any

institution committed to inquiry into the human

experienceCfﬁggﬂzgggitably confront question

s of purpose

—_—
and meaning.

© Théii%ﬁEE}i}to face those.issues(;;§EI§>and directly is,

T T _ T
fzégiﬁzgg moral deCiSi°é$ﬁifh_£f£:£sfghing implications.




teob 0000  sg ¥

oY ‘ ,l

k., in a vivid description of his <45
visit to Nagasaki—harbor, raised deeply unsettling questions

about education's response to humanity's most profound conceifi/

r

What I
j—

house with its—reof—punched in. I could marke—eut_the

outline of two—erumplei—gasometers; there was a toat—furnace,

7

——______gglgphnne—pe}eSﬂmnTﬁhxnmr1ﬁFﬁ44e_in a bare waste of

ashes-- I had blundered into this desolate landscape as

—

instantly as one might walk among the craters gf the moon.

7 e e s e T e
The moment of recognltlonY;E;;fE#;g;llzed I was already in

Nagas (s's res 7 i ividl
agasaki é__g_ﬁ ent to me as I ;;IEE) as vivid y as when I

lived it.( I see theKWQEE‘EEEEE;;;d the meagigglsfi‘shapes;
\\ e
I can even femembeﬂ\&ﬁg‘fggf‘which had~bheen popular in 1945,

— S

and it was called "Is You Is Or Is You Ain't Ma Baby?”

For Bronowski, the lyrics of the dance tune took on macabre

-

It was, he felt, a "universal moment," one in which

e

overtones.

o)

\\‘ modern man's knowledge was transformed into horror.

’ Yea

is own way\learned t;;:\ﬁiq imagination had

SN AN -

Hiroshima and Nagasaki--not to mention Buchenwald and
over = wiT2 (///””*_—““‘*\\\\
Auschwitz--may,~from one perspective, be irrelevant to the

educational issues we confront today.

D
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ill,\ they have the odd effect of forcing us to inquire

once again into @eeply troublifgy. and perhaps
unanswerable, questiong aboutfknowledge and its usésy
<§Efff:§he relationship betweenQ§§E§§§ff>and human

conduct.
—

The destruction Bronowski witnessed was a technological

achievement built on trained intelligence, and we cannot

S A
help wonderii%ﬁggg;*discipline of mfﬁgjzahat knowledge
— e,

more adequately comprehended \%%at values more

effectively conveyed)could have an equally powerful

-

impact for human betterment?

T T ‘\f—a
(:\\ﬁfifrd Munford Jones wrote in 1958 t

"perhaps nobody knows how tQ make any human being be r,
.@o e capable@ at the very least, the
humanitiesy . . help toGsustain a course of tﬁough§ in

which these questions have meaning. . ."
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a The aim is not only to prepare the young for predmsdive careers,
A5 ot
but to enable them to live lives of dignity and purpose, not only

to generate new knowledge, but to channel that knowledge to

= ’A'A_" < r
humane ends; detBIeFr—to—IHetenrTeore i Dat-i-an—a Lhe—ro ;
u v:--.-ﬂ 7
but ¢s :ﬁ“--% ‘ -- decision i-setv—arrrd
mo ffeCtivey prow \he public good.
—
John Gardner sajd sion that "The deerest threat to the

integrity of any c i i incapacity on the

citizens to orthy common pur

America's colleges and

universities need an inner compass of their own.

° - Avmmito—~
They must perform for society an integrative function,
A

seeking appropriate responses to life's most enduring

questions, concerning themselves not just with

information and knowledge, but with wisdom.
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At a recent meeting of the American Association for the
Advancement of Science, Bri—Tewis-Thomas, acknowledging that
these are not the best of times for the human mind, went on to
observe:
I cannot begin to guess at all the causes of our cultural
sadness, not even the most important ones, but I can
think of one thing that is wrong with us and eats away at
us: we do not know enough about ourselves. We are

ignorant about how we work, about where we fit in, and

TN o —~—
most of all about the éaormous;:ﬁﬁpgggg£gglg system of

life in which we are embedded as working parts.




