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NMRAJCTIRO 

THANKS VERY MUCH FOR IN/ITING ME HB*E TODAY. 

IT 'S A SPECIAL JOY FOR ME TO SHARE IN THIS STATEWIDE EDUCATION CONFERENCE 

AM) I CONGRATULATE GOVERNOR GEORGE NLGH 

AM) ALL OF THE INVITED DELEGATES FOR FOCUSING ON EDUCATION, 

I 'M ALSO PLEASED TO BE IN OKLAHOMA 

BECAUSE IT 'S SO FAR AWAY FROM WASHINGTON, 

IN WFF THE MASSACHUSETTS COLONISTS PASSED A LAW REQUIRING 

EVERY TOWN AM) VILLAGE TO APPOINT A SCHOOLMASTER TO TEACH THE CHILDREN 

TO READ AM) WRITE. 

0 0 0 

THIS AFTERNOON I HAVE ONE ESSENTIAL MESSAGE TO COWEY, 

I'M CONVINCED THE TIME HAS CCME FOR THIS NATION TO 

REAFFIRM ITS CO-NITMENT TO PUBLIC EDUCATION, 

0 I T 'S TIME TO RECOGNIZE IHFF DEMOCRACY 

AFO OUR SCHOOLS ARE INEXTRICABLY INTERLOCKED 



OVER 130 YEARS BEFORE am NATION'S BIRTH — THE EARLY SETTLERS 

COMMITTED THEMSELVES TO UNIVERSAL EDUCATION, 

IN 1332, WHEN ABRAHAM LINCOLN ANNOUNCED HIS CANDIDACY FOR T*€ 

ILLINOIS STATE ASSEMBLY, HE DECLARED THAT: 

"UPON THE SUBJECT OF EDUCATION*,, 

I CAN ONLY SAY THAT I VIEW IT 

AS THE MOST IMPORTANT SUBJECT 

WHICH WE AS A PEOPLE CAN BE ENGAGED IN, " 

0 0 0 

TO THE IMMIGRANTS WHO CAME TO THIS LAND OF PROMISE 

0 I T WAS EDUCATION—NOT ELLIS ISLAND— 

THAT WAS THE REAL GATEWAY TO AMERICA. 

0 /TO TO THESE NEW AMERICANS, 

LEARNING WAS SYNONCMOUS WITH PROGRESS, 

0 Q Q 

0 FORMAL EDUCATION HAS BEEN THE DRIVING ENGINE OF THIS NATION 

0 AM> SCHOOLING HAS PUSHED &ERICA DRAMATICALLY AHEAD, 

BECAUSE OF SCHOOLS 

0 ILLITERACY IN THIS NATION HAS DROPPED FROM 

W L M 1900 TO L 2 I TODAY. 
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BECAUSE OF FORMAL EDUCATION 

0 ME HAVE CRACKED THE GENETIC CCDE, 

0 IFE'VE VIRTUALLY CONQUERED POLIO, TUBERCULOSIS, 

WHOOPING COUGH, AND RHELMATIC FEVER, 

BECAUSE OF EDUCATION 

0 OUR IMXJSTRIES HAVE FLOURISHED. 

0 IFC'VE LED THE WORLD IN BICJCDICAL RESEARCH. 

BECAUSE OF EDUCATION 

0 WE NOW HAVE MICROSURGFFIY, HEART PACERS, 

COMPUTER MBFCJRY BANKS AND 

BECAUSE OF EDUCATION 

0 LFE*VE PLAYED GOLF ON TT€ MOON, 

0 0 0 

BETWEEN 1901 AND 1978, THE UNITED STATES 

WD MORE ftffiEL PRIZE LAUREATES IN SCIENCE 

THAN ANY OTHER NATION IN THE WORLD, 

VFE RECEIVED A TDTAL OF 132 IN CONTRAST TO 212 

FOR ALL OTHR COUNTRIES OF THE WORLD COMBINED, 
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EETVCEN 1901 AFC 1929 

T IE U.S. RECEIVED 75 OF H E PRIZES, 

FRCM 1950 A ® 1965 THE U.S. WAS AWARDED ® OF "RE PRIZES, 

AH) IN THE PERIOD 1966 TO 1978 THE U.S. WAS GIVEN 57% GF THE PRIZES 

0 0 0 

THESE mmmc LEWS PRE ROOTED—NOT IN IGNORANCE—BUT IN EDUCATION, 

HENRY STEELE QJWGB? DECU«ED THAT 

"NO O M R PEOPLE EVER D01ANDED SO MUCH OF EDUCATION— 

NONE WAS EVB? SERVED SO WELL BY ITS SCHOOLS AM) EDUCATORS," 

0 0 0 

To PUT TTE MATTER AS POINTEDLY AS I CAN 

IN AMERICA WE MUST HAVE GOOD SCHOOLS TO SERVE EVERY CHILD. 

AND M TALK ABOUT 

0 DESCHOOLING OUR SOCIETY, 

0 OR CLOSING DOWN OUR SCHOOLS, 

0 OR DENYING SCHOOLS OUR FULL SUPPORT 

SHOCKINGLY DENIES OUR PAST 

AND DARKENS HOPELESSLY OUR PROSPECTS FOR H E FUTORE, 
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IN THE DAYS AHEAD THIS GREAT NATION WILL NEED MORE—NOT LESS EDUCATION 

PRECISELY BECAUSE A 

OUR WORLD IS BECOMING INCREASINGLY COMPLEX 

AM) THERE IS MUCH, MUCH MORE TO LEARN, 

0 0 0 

MY GRANDFATHER WAS BORN IN 1872 AND HE LIVED ONE HJNDRED YEARS, 

HOW LONG HE HAD SOME TO SCHOOL, 

A T S A HOHEHF OF REFLECTION HE REPLIED— 

*VFEL_L, I GUESS IT WAS ABOUT THREE YEARS* 

"YOU SEE* HE SAID, "WE ONLY WBFT TO SCHOOL FOR 

SEVERAL MONTHS EACH WINTER HHEH WE COULD NOT 

WORK IN THE FIELDS. 

PFF> OUR GOAL WAS TO LEARN TO READ AM) W I T E , " 

00 0 

MY FATHB? WAS BORN IN 1899—THE LAST YEAR OF THE 19TH CENTURY, 

0 RRIMARY SCHOOL EDUCATION HAD NCW BECOME THE EXPECTED PATTFFIN, 

0 AT THAT TIME ONLY ABOUT I S OF ALL TEEN-AGE YOUNG PEOPLE 

WERE GOING ON TO HIGH SCHOOL, 



O II 

AFO YET BECAUSE MY GRANDMOTHER MS AMBITIOUS FOR 

HER GIFTED SON SHE SENT MY FATHER TO LIVE WITH RELATIVES 

SO HE COULD GET A HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA, 

O O O 

WHEN I MS BORN—FIFTY YEARS AGO—WE HAD NO TELEVISION, 

° I WAS 12 YEARS OLD BEFORE V€ PURCHASE) OUR FIRST RADIO 

0 life DID RECEIVE A DAILY NEWSPAPER, AND THE NATIONAL 
GEOGRAPHIC, VWICH I EAGERLY DEVOURED AS SOON AS 

I T ARRIVED, 

0 OUR MODEL A TOOK US ON "SHORT EXCURSIONS* FROM OUR 

OHIO HOME, RARELY MORE THAN 100 MILES OR SO, 

0 0 0 

As I LOOK BACK ON THOSE EARA_Y YEARS 

0 SCHOOL WAS STILL THE CENTRAL LEARNING PLACE. 

0 THE TEACHER— FOR BETTER OR FOR WORSE — WAS THE KEY 

SOURCE OF KNOWLEDGE, 

0 AND THE CLASSROOM WAS THE INTELLECTUAL WINDOW TO 

THE WORLD, ( I T WAS ONLY LATER ON THAT I LEARNED 

JUST HOW CLOUDED THAT WBOQW COULD SGMETIHES BE,) 
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TOQAY EVEN THAT WORLD I KNEW IS ANCIENT HISTORY, 

MY CHILDREN 

TRAVELED BACK AND FORTH ACROSS THE COUNTRY 

SEVERAL TYCS—BEFORE THEY WENT TO COLLEGE. 

BOOKS AM) MAGAZINES WERE EVERYWHERE 

AM) THROUGH THE MIRACLE OF W 

THEY HAVE TRAVELED TO THE MOON AM) BACK, 

O O O 

0 YOUNG CHILDRB* — 2 TO 5 YEARS OLD — NOW WATCH TELEVISION 

OVER 4 HOURS EVERY DAY, NEARLY 30 HOURS EVERY *€EK, 

THAT'S MORE THAN 1*500 HOURS EVERY YEAR* 

0 AM) BY THE TIME A YOUNGSTER ENTERS FIRST GRADE 

HE OR SHE HAS HAD 6,000 HOURS OF TELEVISION VIEWING, 

TODAY — FOR BETTER OR FOR WORSE 

0 ARCHIE BUNKER IS BETTER mm THAN SILAS MARNER 

° FELLINI IS MORE INFLUBFTIAL W M FAULKNB? 

0 AND THE SIX O'CLOCK NEWS IS MORE COMPELLING 

THAN THE HISTORY TEXT, 
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EIGHTEEN MONTHS AGO RRESIDENT SADAT OF EGYPT SAID HE WOULD LIKE 

10 ADDRESS THE ISRAELI PARLI^OT, 

0 HOURS LATB?, SATELLITES BEAMED AROUND THE WORLD 

THE ?£WS OF HIS REMARK, 

0 TELEVISION MULTIPLIED HIS COMENT, PLAYED AND 

REPLAYED IT , AND FELD HIM TO IT ALMOST AS A DARE, 

0 AND THEN BARBARA HALTERS, TFEU® CRCNKITE, 

JOM CHANCELLOR ARRIVED I » CAIRO TO ACCOMPANY 

SADAT ON HIS HISTORIC TRIP ALMOST AS A WAY OF 

CERTIFYING ITS CREDIBILITY, 

0 Ttet, AT BEN GURION AIRPORT, 500 MILLION VIEWKS 

AROUND THE WORLD SIMULTANEOUSLY EXPERIENCED THE 

ELECTRIC MOMENT AS AN ARAB PLAN TOUOCD DOWN ON 

ISRAELI SOIL. 

I T IS NOT TO DIMINISH WHAT WPPENED DIPLOMATICALLY IN THE MIDDLE EAST 

TO SAY THAT 

0 NONE OF TIE WORDS EXCHANGED DURING THAT VISIT — 

0 NOTE OF THE SPEECHES, 

0 NOME OF THE DOCUMENTS, 

0 NONE OF THE PRIVATE MEETINGS, 



FECO 300C \'<C4 

-9-

0 NONE OF TVE TOASTS — WAS AS SIGNIFICANT AS THE RIVETING 

OF THE WORLD'S ATTENTION OK ONE SINGLE SIMULTANEOUS* 

BREATHTAKING, SYMBOLIC IMAGE» 

0 THE IMAGE OF TWO FORMS? ENEMIES AS THEY GREETED ONE ANOT}«R, 

INSTANTLY 500 MILLION PEOPLE FELT THEIR CONNECTEDNESS, 

0 THEY WERE DRAW TOGETHER* 

0 SHARED A COMON IMAGE, 

AND FOR ONE FLEETING MGMENT, THE CENTER SEBIEB TO HOLD, 

0 00 

TELEVISION HAS BECOME THE NATION'S 

MOST PERVASIVE TEACHER, 

Bur WE DO NEED THE CLASSROOM TO GIVE MEANING, 

TO DEAL IN DEPTH WITH ISSUES NEVER CO/ERED IN 

*6G HINUTE" SPECIALS, TO CON=RONT T*E NUANCES OF 

THE MESSAGE GLOSSED CVER ON THE EVENING SERIES 

AM> TO VEIGHT TVE VALUES THAT WILL 

ALL BE LOST IN A SLICK CCFTLFFICIAL, 

THE DEPTH AWJ RICHESS OF THE CLASSROOM MUST PERSIST, 
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UHHAPPILY, TELEVISION — WITH ALL OF ITS POTENTIAL — IS STILL A PASSIVE 

NOT AN ACTIVE , 

A ® HE NEED SCHOOLS AND CLASSROOMS AND LABORATORIES 

AM) DISCUSSIONS AM} DEBATES 

TO CHALLENGE THOUGHT #13 REBUILD THE CREATIVITY OPACITY OF THIS NATION, 

THE TRUTH IS THAT THE INVENTIVENESS OF THIS NATION HAS BEEN GOING DON: 
0 BETVEEN 1966 AND 15F5 THE U.S, PATENT BALANCE 

DECREASED WITH RESPECT TO THE I&ITEB KINGDOM, 

CANADA, Vfesr GB^MANY, JAPAN, AMD THE SWIET UNION, 

BY 1SF5 IT WAS NEGATIVE FOR THE LAST THSEE, 

0 TIC PROPORTION OF THE WORLD'S MAJOR TEMKIJQSICAL 

INNOVATIONS PRODUCED BY THE U.S. DECREASED FROM 

80 PERCENT IN 1956-1958 TO 59 PERCENT IN 1971-1373, 

0 REAL GROSS DOMESTIC PRODUCT PB? ^PLOYED CIVILIAN 

DECREASED IN THE U,S, RELATIVE TO FRANCE, VFEST GERMANY, 

JAPAN, M UNITED KINGDOM AND CANADA BETVEEN 1960 AND 1976, 

0 THE U,S, MOVED FROM FIRST TO LAST IN RELATIVE PRODUCTIVITY 

GAINS (0UTPUT/MWH0UR) IN THE MANUFACTURING INDUSTRIES 

IN COMPARISON TO FRANCÊ  TEF GERMANY, J A P ^ , ; ! 
THE UNITED KINGDOM AN> CANADA BETWEEN 1960 AND E F 6 , 
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s t MUST FACE A DISTURBING FACT. 

OUR SCHOOLS MVE PUSHED AMERICA DRAMATICALLY AHEAD. 

BUT IN RECEKF YEARS WE HAVE BECOME INTELLECTUALLY SLUGGISH 

AH) TFE CREATIVE CAPACITY OF THIS NATION HAS GONE BQWT, 

IFE HWE BECOME THE ÎNFORMATION SOCIETY* WHERE OUR SUCCESS—AM) EVEN 

OUR SURVIVAL HINGES ON OUR CAPACITY TO MANAGE AN INCREASINGLY 

DUPLICATED WORLD. 

TAKE THREE MILE ISLAM) TO ILLUSTRATE THE POINT. 

0 NOT MANY MONTHS AGO MILLIONS OF AMERICANS SAT 

GLUED TO TV SETS LISTENING TO STRANGE TALK ABOUT 

"ZBISJ" AND ^COOLING SYSTEMS* AND *COLD SHUT DESKS* 

AND FOR ALL THE WORLD IT SOUNDED LIKE A FOREIGN LANGUAGE, 

0 IN FACT, FOR MOST OF US IT WAS A FOREIGN LANGUAGE— 

AND IF THREE RILE ISUSB TAUGHT US ANYTHING AT ALL 

IT TAUGHT US HOW IGNORANT ME ARE. 

AFC TIC HFFTSH FACT IS THAT WITHOUT EDUCATION WE ALL WILL BECOME 

INCREASINGLY IGNORANT—NOT JUST ABOUT NUCLEAR POWER BUT 

ABOUT ENERGY AMJ ECONOMICS AND SFTLT I I AND A WHOLE HOST 

OF VERY VITAL ISSUES. 
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SJMPLY STATED, I BELIEVE IT 'S TIME TO PUSH FOR EXCELLBJCE 

PM TO GIVE SPECIAL HELP TO THE GIFTED WHO IN MANY SCHOOLS 

ARE THE MOST NEGLECTED STUDENTS. 

0 BECAUSE THEY DO THE WCRK THEY ARE FREQUENTLY OVERLOOKED, 

0 TEF ARE UCHALLENGED BY THE ROUTINE CLASSROOM RITUAL 

AM) THEY ARE EXPECTED TO CONFORM RATTER THAN CREATE, 

IT 'S HARD TO DISTINGUISH BETVEEN ERASTTESS AM5 BRILLIANCE AND 

TFE SIUDBCT WITH A NEW IDEA 

0 WILL OFTEN FAIL TO SPEAK 

0 RATHER THAN RISK RIDICULE OR CONTRADICTION, 

0 0 0 

THIS WASTE OF TALBO" MUST BE STOPPED, 

VFE NEED NEW SOURCES OF ENERGY 

NEW KINDS OF CARS 

FEW SOLUTIONS FCR OUR CITIES 

AND OUR SPOOLS MUST INTRODUCE SPECIAL PROGRAMS FCR CREATIVE STUDENTS, 

VACHEL LIJCSEY S A I D -

IT IS THE WORLDS ONE CRWE TO GROW DULL, 

Nor THAT THEY SERVE 

—BUT HAVE NO GOD TO SERVE, 

FET THAT TJCY 

—BUT THAT THEY SELDOM 



ASM 

-13-

III 

ONE FIHAL POINT, WE ARE AT A CRUCIAL T H E IN HUMAN HISTORY* AT© 

I BELIEVE WE MUST CARRY ON OUR WORK IN EDUCATION NOT ONLY WITH 

CONFIDENCE BUT WITH A SENSE OF URGENCY AS VELL, 

Sfe MUST BEGIN TO THINK ABOUT A WORLD m> TEACH ABOUT A WORLD 

0 WHERE HARD CHOICES MUST BE MADE, 

0 WHERE BASIC HWAN VALUES ARE MORE WIDELY SHARED, 

0 AND VHERE OUR DECISIONS ARE SHAPED BY LONG TERM 

REQUIREMENTS OF SURVIVAL AND NOT JUST THE SHORT 

TERM SATISFACTIONS OF TODAY, 

I KNOW THAT WHENEVER THE DISCUSSION TURNS TO VALUES WE ALL BKQME 

EMBARRASSED. IFE SEEM TO SQUIRM A BIT. BUT THE SIMPLE TRUTH IS THAT, 

IF WE ARE RESPONSIBLE PEOPLE, 

0 *E MUST OCCASIONALLY TAKE SIDES, 

0 WE MUST EXPRESS CONVICTIONS ON FUNDAMENTAL ISSUES. 

° WE MUST, IN SHORT, HAVE MORAL COURAGE, 

0 0 0 
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GEORGE STEINER REMINDED US THKF 

0 EVEN VHEN A HAN I S INTELLECTUALLY ADVANCED, 

J C CAN A T T>€ SAME T IME BE MORALLY BANKRUPT, 

0 & NOW MMJ HE SAYS* THAT SUCH A MAN 

0 CAN L I S T E N TO & G H A T SUNDTTN, 

0 READ GOETHE IN T>€ EVENING 
» 

0 A H ) TOE NEXT MORNING TO TO H I S D A I L Y WORK 

AT THE CONCENTRATION CAMP AND KILL HIS FELLOW MEN. 

T O AVOID A GROTESQUE MISMATCH BETVEBI SELF-INDULGENCE AM) TOMORROW'S 

URGENT NEEDS, 

0 WE MUST NOT ONLY TEACH THE BAS IC SK ILLS VMICH 

ARE ESSENTIAL TO BE SURE OF EDUCATION, 

0 WE MUST ALSO HELP STUDENTS TO LFDERSTAM) THE 

C R I T I C A L , ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL « © ENVIROFT©FTAL 

CHOICES 10 BE FACBJ BY TOT AND BY THEIR OFHI IE»» 

0 0 0 

THE HARSH TRUTH I S THAT T F E HUMAN RACE GOKTHTJES 10 EXPAND A T A 

RATE OF 200,000 PEOPLE EVERY DAY — T H A T ' S 75 M I L L I O N MORE PEOPLE EVERY 

YEAR. AR© EVERY DAY MORE THAN 800 MILL ION PEOPLE FACE GNAWING HUNGER, 

L I V I N G L I T E R A L L Y FROM HAM) TO MOUTH. TENSIONS 0VB? RESOURCES GROW MORE 

ACUTE* AND THE Q U A L I T Y OF OUR ENVIROW^KT I S THREATENED. 
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M QUESTIONS, ARE TVESEL 

0 MERE WILL WE O R OUR FOOD, A*© HOW CAN IT BE 

APPROPRIATELY DISTRIBUTED? 

0 VK«F ABOUT OUR ENERGY SUPPLY, AM) HOW CAN IT BE 

EQUITABLY SHARED? 

0 HOW CAN WE REDUCE THE POISONS IN !H£ ATMOSPHERE? 
f r 

0 A ® , CAN M MVE A PROPS? BALANCE BET>€EN POPULATION 

AM) THE LIFE SUPPORT SYSTEM OF THIS PLANET EARTH? 

TL€SE ARE A FEW OF THE TR^5CEM}BFT ISSL£S WHICH TODAY'S YOUNG PEOPLE 

AM) ALL OF US — MUST BEGIN TO THINK ABOUT AND TALK ABOUT WITH GREAT CARE. 

0 0 0 

RECENTLY, AT A SBIINAR IN THE ANCIENT FESIM CITY OF PERSEPOLIS, 

JO»F GAIENER SAID: 

*OUR PLANET IS BUT A SPECK OF DUST IN THE IFUVERSE, 

AND OUR LIFE ON IT IS BUT AN INSTANT IN THE LONG 

STRETCH OF ASIROPHYSICAL TWE. STILL, IT IS THE 

ONLY PLANET VE HAVE, AND OUR LIFE ON IT HOLDS 

GREAT POSSIBILITIES OF BEAUTY AND DIGNITY AM) 

MEANING, YET IF IT WB?E ASKED OF US HOW WE 

SPEND GUI BTSTASFT OF TIME ON OTR SPECK OF DUST, 

WE WOULD HAVE TO SAY, IFE SPEND A GOOD DEAL OF 

I T FIGHTING ONE ANOTHER AND LAYING WASTE CXJR EARTH,'" 
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*SURELY/ GARDNER VB«T GN TO SAY* 'ALL OF US JBRE BEUEVE THAT WE 

CAN DO BETTER,* 

I T JUST MAY BE THAT, AS ME EDUCATE OURSELVES AND MAKE MORE SENSITIVE 

THE HUMAN SPIRIT, ME WILL INDEED MAKE OUR FUTURE MORE SECURE AND PREVENT 

THIS ANGRY, FRIGHTENED WORLD FROM SELF-DESTRUCTION, 
* 

I AH CONFIDENT THAT* BECAUSE OF YOUR GREAT DEDICATION, AF© YOUR 

DETERMINATION, THIS GREAT NATION CAN MEET T>€ CHALLENGE. 
* 

THMKS VERY MJCH FOR INVITING HE HERE TCDAY. 

### 


