Introduction

nev -
This i I'd 1like to talk about the

educatipr\Nduring what Mrs. Thatcher called

(Decade of the 1980*s™"
—

However, I should warn you>-at the very outset RN

tend to explore

[ cemiceriesiof budgers,

o
orunlons

] e M.G% Y ITINN
or

(” I shall depart from these m
andil_kliiiixgzgagjand focus on an issue

e has almost

"the world of

relationship between th n&fTSHTgﬁzgiigg;;>
//
and theff?fffss public schoolk.
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I. EARLY HIGH SCHQOOL/COLLEGE COLLABORATION §<i)

<::::?igﬂﬁﬁgdred yégggi;;;3<f§::%tors in this natlon<§§;:j§§;:g::“» \\\i>

better than we do today

G:\\zfléggggz:;éve excellence in higher education
©  if we do not have %ffggggféy in school. o
- —

(n 1884, the Massachusetts(éigggiéza and -High s ool Teacher
ssociatioh- 65§;§§§§§§§>tyo‘xgsolut1ons-

o hrst rhey ‘cooperatiom between

high schools and colleges was

increased cooper;€?§§>
between SChosz’aﬁa higher edﬁeatfi?:yould be

o ?ﬂ;iiii};%ey declared thatC

B 000
Hégzggiggéwn this vivid 1:;§:EE:E§en
o what-was$\999g1,12~
o .

an

©  the_secondary scKqol administfét6E§>\ )
pnvv S/ Mol T
college residents to 01n<£é§m in a -meeting.
P J‘\\\\h_ﬁ,

o Much time elapased and--in the end—-]ust{thﬁﬁé )
presidents even hered to reply.
—T ———
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TEITotnof Harvaﬁé:éignggﬁbnd

e

Fortunately,

==Harvard's presence adde¢d clout the

O

since-evé

encounter.
And from this first high s 0l/colleg con;;;;;;;>

@ national panel was establl pularly called "The

Committee of Ten,” Tt was a panel that broucht together

A )4, )Presid t Eliot copmented that "The greatest
- e

promise of usefullness" of the so-called Committee of

Ten “11es in itg{(obviou )tendegggjlo promo(:;?ooperagtép

000

"

- Y
In 1909 Abraham Flexndr of théiaéggggie Fouﬁaéfiég:éfscribed the
schools as the source of “égg:£§§:§éigiiiz;>W1th which "colleges

must work." T T T T

——

a half-century later--the)Harvard

"Red Book" suggestet's impossible ta]};}; t

(EESSFal Educatlon the ¢ollegeflevel without also

looking atﬁggggiggggﬁ”fﬁwzﬁgwgEﬁabif:

—
e -

\

——
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d--following gputnik--gifted high school and college

came togeth to work out a sequential course

of study in glish, Biol . Physics, and hematics.

5fiff_fff§,i_ imple point<-the need fo;<g§3§f:§ollaboration—-

©  and yet--in recent years™\#his—school/college
relagtronshrip—has been esgentially ignored:——

o) T
© We've pretended we could havézéégiifg;ih higher
education without hools-—which are--

- >
the mof everything we do,.
T T—)
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IT. S IN THE SCHOOLS (::;>
Recently I completeterm as United StaD

Commissioner of Education.

o During my tenure in that office I qiiig?é schools\E?Bp
. (EEE%E:E;:Eé;;E:;hd I wagié;g?ly troubl;57f> —

T

T—

o

Today, one out of every four high school students drops ;;;‘_“‘\\‘3

before he graduates.2 “——”’;)

© Among blacks--the dropout yate is one in three. .
©  And among Hispanics, it's jone in two.
©  These figures take on add significance when we look
at the depography of the|/nation. Today among the
-- white population 26% fare 18 years and under
-- among e black population 33% are 18 years and under
-- and ng the Hispa s 48% are 18 years and under.
7° Between {963 and 1977 e SAT scores have>sharply

dropped.

o TT——
And.it has just been announced thaééEE%if_ggﬁr--they
T

9 through l%L;TE

And(the National Assessment for Educat10na1 P ress shows
T o= R T e s o e o *
Cdeclings ? é ““‘“"‘E

n sc1ence at each

=—-and a decline in writing at ages 13 and 17
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In a survey severa;M;;;;;:gggiggﬁgrbf the twelfth-

graders studied would not choos an(?fab countf¥j:given

four choices

<
o ese high-school- jors thought that the 1a
- T~
C:ggiggwygi;, ather than ;:::;\;;EE}—-was President of

e e s e

Egypt. IS
<§E§—SEE‘Si every £ year olds\could ot{identify
<:§§Eg£e§§>as a part of the Legislative Branch of

government.

e T ———— by

and only(43% Rnew the the Cold War referred to the

U.S./Soviet tension after World War II.
. T e ——

6% Yhought it meant the Korean War
- - S

k:ﬁzfgéég;ipought the Cold War referred to

Hitler's invasion of Russia during the winter of

And at the very time academic performan was de 'nln«‘:;;;‘*-—~N\\\>
/

[érade point average) was actually/going upht
<

o{\“Ona four point scalé\the grade point average increased
- s
fron1G£§;;Sin\12§§)t 2.85\ih 1976.
{2-85) )
And of the high school graduates applying to college,
dopercent e g;gggs_xggg£ssi wé;;?;?:h;;;~§zéz> Less
: A R
than §_percent were ﬁ?;>and F's. \\\\~“\~\»
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RURURL

<:::::;;£E;E_NUSt,inSert an essential caveati:::::D
°  There is'<§§:§§EE§§j:§b such thing as "the" high school
in

America.

f—
QE\_;Many of our schools ﬁzg:zg%fi}erhaps are very goed.

o And many students who graduate from these InSETtwtions

E—
are—QE:;;:;;EXEESEEiEEDe best educated young people in

the world.

2

e —

\
(::%;:—:;;; does not conceal the fact that--overall--
<i‘ The high school picture in this country is ;;;;;;;;;;7\\\

distressing

Lol
%., o

My §ine w 4 Siamde M Nl



oo toay 463

s 5

I1I

P —

First, I suggest that because of the changing population

in America--the school will become a very different place.‘

We hear a lot of talk these days about the demographic = .

shift

and how we've gone in just ten years

from a baby boom to a baby bust.

e e e \

- ———
o

(:::j;l that is true gf course-—_r«-m::>

Zih:he youth cohort did drop by more

han 25 percent.

—

And many school districts are now going

through the struggles of retrenchment.

P -~

(:j/;oday-—ln the Unlted States

-

© ( rcent of all White (Caucasians)
Z»«‘Ef? 18 years of age and under,
K\33 percent of all blacks are in that age group,
le) 'N\r \

and 49 percent of all Hispanics are 18 years

O

of age and under.

e s e T

Today--the immigration pattern in this nation has

tllted dramatlcally away from Europe "’//AH,
(ji: to Latin America »ﬂ/fﬁ;>
el

Li» and to the Pacific.
—_ ~

e e
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Today--America is the fourth largest Spanish speaking

o

nation in the world. —

™S

(i:;—And this fall >

in kindergarten in Los Angeles County

are Hispanic.

e — e
(::ng point I make is this: ~

The face of young America is changing.

And yet these minorities

which are fast becoming the majority of population

o . e
in many schools are precisely
the students who have not been
well-served by the educational
institutes in the past.
e - e —
T \.‘\\\
Students leave high school bggore“g;gdgation*_,w—f—::>
T T
Ci\;fﬁ;EEfEEEE.?re Whites
“\\\
° 30 percent are Blacks
© 50 percent are Hispanics
B e T TTTT—

—

Today we confront a situation somewhat like the early
immigration periods. Times when there were great waves
of Irish, Italians, East Europeans--who enrolled in the

\L-Eifion'sﬂschoolsfﬂ~*

Only this time there is a great resistence

to accept the "melting pot" function of the school.

000
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©

I do not have an easy answer.

I merely say that as I look into the decade of the 1980s--
public education will not confront just a decline
in numbers.

More separately perhaps--

© It also will confront a student body

that is culturally much more diverse
And the schools must find ways to become
authentic--effective institutions

for those who now reject--in

large numbers what we have to offer.
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suggestiqn to propose.

l1l1--indreasingly be taught by non traditional

and the school.

When I marched off to school over 40 years ago
— >

We had no television.
We had no radio.

—

—
(o]

We had a model A Ford that

took us 100 miles from home.

O

¥
She was my "walking encyclopedia" \\i:> R *’Gdl
> v
© é;;;_zggjgg;;;gggﬁ:gas my window Vﬁud

to the world.

=
<\\~ff? was no co i r

- >
(;\_; Todaf::;;—;;;;IZSELStudents watch television
\\__—/

s every day -

J
(o] (7
- 6000 hours before they ever go to fgggg;.//’
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| 2\
the time they graduggg_i;gm,secondafy~schooi

© they would have watéﬂ:é telev151on

— D
16,000

W toent with- @3
_>

And Christopher Evans--in his new book The Micro Millenium

talks about the impact of yet another form og;ii?guage-—

He says that during the 1980s the book will begin _

;dy slide }nto oblivion,"

Computers(will take over——éé declares--~

—

because they storg:géfe informat%32/>

e

and because thelr information can be
/ e ——

more readily r;E;I;;EEQ\\

___-———/

Evans says that--in the future--

—
And read from &iewing screens ,

agalnst the wal

El\gf‘?n the ceiling’if you like to_read in bed.
_gﬂﬂ__A::::::::u:~—«—————~——~”)
”””””” - TS T
My point is not to worship the machine.._

R -

© Rather 1t is to sugges{(#hat we confront
7 ) s =
s \ \
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And I believe that (qon traditional "teacher3™™Sn our

culture will have an impact on students and on our schools

in ways @e hardly dﬁdé?:?§ia§> ~____“,~**____,_,//)

A recent survey revealed that

that—they were influenced

1) most by their =

-

2) and/§é§§£§>by their &eachers

~ . \1
Classroom tqugsfi::}n turn--dropped

from number 2‘t9 numbgz:E?ib .

They have lost both( authority presti&é

L\
In my view the strengths of the traditional'and the

—

4,
non traditional teachers in our culture must somehow be

Television can té@élgﬁgﬁggzg)to the moon

T
T

" RS
and tg the bottom of the
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Calculators can solve problems faster

than the human brain.

<Zalgéi;£§)s, and
computex ~

- ~ 7 > R -
Ccannot--or will not--make dis riminatory judgﬁgﬁts>

They(éégggzl-or %;:&\Sffi:yeach the stggsﬁfi_ziﬁdoﬂ

[

Rather the challenge is ué:iggéfi\iﬁiiff\techno1ogy
paS——

and to build a partnershlp between

<££;;;;i923;;hnd non tsééé%ZgEEE:gancatiOn ,~07‘11¥{7
letting each do what it can do best. ”~ lo {5 pﬂ ﬁ/e@

— 4
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I have explored this matter in some depth to ma

point.

__ —
+-O 13 - - . L]
- L lommunicatio increasingly the central source
of\power.

/——-—M“:?“;-:—,;;;,_ \\
And students are being htagggt by‘ESiE§§§§F-~‘>
far beyond the MJ”W - M}W ;

o o o S ke 0 Lbegs, mot rd A Vrend

And

widchmen- Tl ways bail@e to relate and
Qéz\iiififfonal~;;;;;;;SB\
R >
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© I have spoken of edueatiormr

in the context of the(?ﬁgiging face of

students.

— e T

o}

I have suggested that «edmmme®em—--increasingli--

orr w" ill be both tr- and non

traditional.
. NM&MW%(A&) Grmuurw
mm@ —wzfsuezlévf

Can education--in fact4-Tead TO a<good—and-werthwhile life

not just in a societalfsense==h ina-personal sense as

well? 777f€' ﬂ(/‘oz" OF FEolUlr -

’ TIH 20r1¢ I Joide
W A2, [9

I suspect that\in-t there will be renewed

central integr

g purpose .
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A wnbs
Thd eads me to my most fundamental point.
"~

I believe that--when all is said and done-~language is the core

of education. "50775’ J(Wufwm JT_JOI»'\/JF c;n?ﬁnﬁ

)zfdﬂ‘ﬁ'lmf_i’!!"_ﬂ?

o The sending and the receiving of messages is our most

L‘*~esagg£§3}social function.

ovides the(connecting t1SsUey thdt

Language’

- e

binds us together;

D)
Language i_ges,us»m @T)

And th{igggéif language is the centerpiece
e T

everything we do.

S S ———
All 6§E§9 knowled sgiin_fac£:>embodied and conveyed’iéiydr\\

symbols} an ”bﬁi"@@ﬁérwfﬁ6déﬁfs -those conversations we have

within ourselveE‘-arg!ﬁ%EEEEEﬁ by the complex miracle of _4)

ﬁnnn - Ge
HdageS

000

A long time agox-in an era scholars call "pre-history"--

communication was\possible only in\the present.

O  Words were ifaded face to fxce.

\,
O " 7The sounds of \the drum were mute without a listener.
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© We now have, an avalanche of information.

©  1In 1948, the Year Harry Truman defeated Dewey. The New

York Times ind ran ,1211 pages.

© By 1970, the tothl had soared to 2,291.

© 1In 1960, 5,000 k titles were published;

a decade later, it \had more than doubled, to over
36,000.

More than 2,000 large\, closely printed pages are now

required merely to list by author, title, and subject
the paperback books curtxrently in print.

This then is the era launched by Gutenberg.

o And most especially this is the foundation upon which
our education system has be&en built.
It is a system rooted in literacy--and based upon the

— effective use of language

000

When I was Commissioner of Education, I was ogfffiggggﬁ:po define

Ba51c Educatlon

‘\

And ren~-no matter what the1 ﬁltura N Or

— all >
(2;;;;;;;} ecqno;;;:gg}tus-—must master the fundamentals
\‘%.‘

—— et

of written and spoken communication in order

—
¢ academi_wiig aqé:/' i
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I am convinced that these skills must be well-

established as the top priority during the first four

grades of formalliducatlon.

And every stuéént should study English--the primary
A
language our culture--during every year of formal

schooling and in college too.

I believe we also need a comprehens;v&iéé%%%é;iianguage
1___ngligy_ln.th4s—nat;on*‘h

one that would make it possible for every student to

learn a second language.

\
It is a n{fzéﬁi} dlsgffff>that America is the only developed

nation in the world that is monolingual?

-i2/me to help
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was not tpuly educated less he or she knew a foreign

—-— . e
Today there is no such assumpt1on in our

language.)

nd schools.

| Of those who graduate from public school today--fewer

than\4 pefgent have had more than two years of foreign

language. s 27 N -7)‘0"‘10“ /‘7”"&./

And of the more 22,000 secondarysschools in the

foreign language.

O ] 918, 36 pefcent of American high school students

tudying modern foreign language. In 1976 the

 conving i
C not just because of its ut also because a
“second language ?ets us outside our own "{£§§§§§E§§:>

7/
7

‘ It helps us see more clearly the connggflon be%;een
| - »
l

D
\fgngféiﬁpd cq@egﬁfffifégz;B relatlonshlp which all

\\eduq?teﬁ“p60§%§>must clearly comprehend.

,
.

e



oo 600 1463
IS S'Vni/ﬂ_g_ﬂ-) SBorrr” o :’ﬁ'ﬁ

4’"{ Bedtme MY fsilons d@:ﬁ

Spec:Lflcally I be mww?_
C/rnwm.i Gaund m
o

see themselves

in relation to other people
other times

other forms of life.

The harsh truth is that we confront a world ere all

do not see theséésg?nections.

Children's Television workshop science series.

\énd yet many students

Research-—where does water come from--
the faucet.

Where does light come from--
the switch.

Where does garbage go--

down the chute.

the only thing students seem to have in
\\\\\‘_¥ are ei;\giffsfggggg: D
-
There 1s(§§:§§??ﬁﬁﬁff>§bout what
\\what it means to be an eéiéé%}é:ggfggggp,_:>
T
And many teachers are more Gggééé%%%?of

the length of educatiSb than they are about
substance > —

‘\\___‘__"_
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———— S
Today the commitment to "individualism" in education is ?

far stronger than the commitment to coherence.

I . X
= 000 W

In 1972 a SPanford University faculty committee proposed vﬁ;‘d£|

a core education for all students after having dropped

Q
W
. 1+ ]
all requirements several years before. tg
1

T~ . H‘S }
/ © fThe éfﬁéiﬁfﬂffzigig§££>in a bitter attack ///;;;Eg/ﬂ
\

on the faculty proposal--said in a front C}

e e

page editoriaL that the new reguirements

Egdﬁgggafto remove fr%E:EEE§§E§S the

£1§:; to choose for themselves.

.
/ This is(not)to deny |that\courses in

Western Culture \are valuable and

that most students could benefit

from them,/ To require such a course,

however, carries a strong illiberal

connotation. It impsoes "uniform standards"

on non uniform people.

————

gpm—

——

Frankly, I was startled by that statement.

I was startled todiscover that one of the nation's most

gifted students failed to understand that while we are

indeed~-non uniform--we do have a e6Ei;g:E;;;£§§§E‘fzr~_____~“““\~a

~_—___K;gggggi:@ijr_ri:—gmporary agenda and é:éggééglffﬁfg§>we simply

cannot afford a generation that fails to see or care

about connections.
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Students are very different people and they shouy \
ELECTIVE 1oowR 7T e

free to make independent choices on their own. But)

7]
students also share some things in common.
EEL D 77~L$f,ataaufri§7;agld , gp F&
AT Wi~ T eue(”
N

I suggest at m%a 1 students should
snShk P —

come to understand that they are not ‘Q autonomoﬁé’*a

self-ce g s — P
o

but that they regmbers

—
— T —

of|a @er grpup of living éﬂ:%

— N S

tof/which th\é‘f‘ afe accountable {

donnecteh) | —
There 1is, Wﬁo single set of courses by which

this notion of shaged relationshipg can be conveyed.

)

However

through the study 03 need for %
through a study o@\ocial :\_)
e = = \:‘:,,,“__‘4#

through acstudy bf commen activities sych as
vgrk and leisure,p - ——

through a study of.A,_fw futui.’éB

through these speeific themed we can convey

o]

=~

institutions

B
theMarger truth of our connectedness on earth. S

Lewls Thomas

the Sloan Kettering Cancer Center in New

. . .
York wrotM&)hese are not the best of

times for the human mind.
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All sorts of things seem to

be turning out wrong, and the
century seems to be slipping
through our fingers here at

the end, with almost all promises
unfilled.

I cannot begin to guess (he said)

at all the causes of our cultural

sadness, not even the most important
—onesy but I can think of one thing

that is wrong with us and eats

away at us:( we do not know

énough about ourselves.

We are ignorant about how we
work, about where we fit in,
and most of all about the
enormous, imponderable system
of life in which we are
embedded as working parts. . .

N
—_— —

To help students better understand

in which we are all\é§§é§§;§:>
as working parts. — Sk R @'@é’b ﬂﬂms

//96/: troduce s;ﬁsegggmyiyidly-te~’”’/>
/

us experience firgt-hand what

7Zr grandparents could only

/ )
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And this/is an area where thg Carneg
Advancegment of Teaching intepdg t 2
5 G

e

/ S—taftbr—atty ery urgepfemgPgs gince the crisis
we conf "g t--

--is not a crisis in tKe schools,

(14]
--it is, in fact, a crisis with our

~--Students whose lives will be forever diminished or

enriched by €he programs we ide.
-

000

On one occasion, James Agee wrote that:

"In every child who is born,

o .
under \no matter lrcmstances,

and of mo matteparents,
NF

© the '})otentiality of the human race
Ls boxg again.
— Nl
And a hithoo--once more is born--our 'eereddied
\‘\\;
responsibility
towards h\@
o

and towards the

utmost idea==

—-of faodmess;>
--of the or of ersor
--and of God.

Thank you very much for inviting me here today.



