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Almost^half t h e Hoirimn A n w ^ w m and PueiLU "RlL'dn 
students) who e n r o l l < j J ^ b l i c s c % ) l / d r o p out) 

be f o re they are^Swarde*^ a diploma. 

( j 
o 

< b 

In^PhiladelphiaPthe drop out rate is 

Bo ston) it's (f43~~ pe r cent. / An<î _iri 

/" I^Chica^o, ir^l^EU^^over half the students 
failed to graduate, and t h o s e k^s£T_dj dYon 1 y 

thT7d\ we re readi ng W ^ t h e 12th grade Jev>J.. 

o Last year--in the ^levela •nd Public Schools—there 

Merit 

he school reform move^int is not What's disturbing i<j 

c o n f r o n t ^ adequately t h * ^ T \ o f our educational dilemn^) 

there in «> I i . an enormous gap hptweenCpur rhetoricT>nd 
results. 

was not a (^ingLe semi- fi nalisb in the National 

Scholarship compet it ion.C^csto^and^Delroi^each ---̂r- idnu uecroi t \eacn 
had only £5n£^>igh school with semi-finalists.-

I 

/ 

And 

T^e b-r a a 1; up of Uj<i home, the community wignulied by 

crime^gack of money, loss nf q e e d - t g e r c f r e r - s — f 

these t~h re-a-teon to ovo 

-6 chool C I — 
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"To Vequirera~ fdilimgt ofcudiii-n̂  in J'i'i OTTSan 

anooher unit in math lor foreign language 

bettier climkte or better teaching is like 

hurd 

aire 

And all t 

Le without giving 

ady stuiibled. 

ghetto to tak 

without a 

raising a 

more coaching to sdmeone who has 

his is :cur r ing the very time th»e problems a 

l__gy the year 2000T>America will be a nation in which' one) of every 

(three pupils^ in the public school^ will be non-whTpfe.( What is 

coming toward the educational sysf^jn is a group of children^ who 

will b£ poorer) more ^thnically, and linguistically diverse 

i nn t -i " ̂ " n i ̂  a r^ <- ~ r " 111 ' 1 I I 
^JQL ^ ^ 
fK* ^uw/fc W . hu^r jutt 

r w v ^ T c ^ r " — - — 
Unless we deepen our commitment,A tfte crisis in 

education will increase.) An aging white population 

will Reduce 3upporb> and the gap will widen between the 

haves^and the (have not£> in education. 

What we could be left with in our major cities is a kind of 

educational Third World. And 
- ^ b^uuLa nfinAnrri •will Uu run ui lusl. Jur baji_S 

schools do not become a national priority, the promise of 

excellence will remain £adly unfulfilled. 
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As we move toward the ydar 2000, the most urgent Aisa< 

confront is t\\yZ\ Will America continue to believe in education 

5rCaTT^ildren or "will it sort out SxhoolTnJ between the 

CL" winners) and' tC^loseTs^and in sc(doing^ecome a separate^and 

lore divided natioij?N 
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••Pn should « 

Governors' Re 

15 s tuden recommend^ 

=vnd yet, receh< polls show that Americans are willing to spend 
\ \ ^ 

tiore for education ff ^hey feel theXinvestment will pay ofi-i 

further, it's my faith that good BAsic School would' reduce the 
1 \ high cost of special and remedial education in high school—which 

I ""W' is expanding at an alarming rate. \ 

The recent High Scope study of trie long term impact of 

qua 1Lfeŷ -fear 1 y education concluded that for every dollar 

• f c h a n — — t u uny 

I'm talking about<^r^rderingx):he educational priorities of the 

nation by giving grire suppofrt to CarTy" educatTo^ and more^bac^ki^n^ 

Indeed, I'm convinced that if we would as much 

:o the nation's schools 
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This leads to priority number three 

(******** -hflAt kj^U^^b 
To sLrengfchon—education wo alsu mw^t adjust t school schedule 

ar beyon<T)the crisis of the poor challenge that goes 

Grandfather Boyer was born He died one mo 

his^ToOth year, and during the century of his life_the world 

became a ^"olly~^fferenT~prace:avfrom his freTse^^^ 

/5ohn Glenn^^li f toff_l_nj9, .sj>arr£^v— — — 

rown up oji a southwest Ohio far Grandpa had 

when he was 96\I asked him about the schoolin 

had. ((Grandpa said he went to school th-r-ee year>--long 
— — 

enough\to learn to read and writeX He talked six miles 

to school, and wentConly in the winber when he was not 

and tfrree months of ine months of st 

school age children were^like Grandpa Boyer, living on a farm 

^ith brother and f a ^ Q ^ k i r ^ home in the^ 

summer to "tend the c r o p s ' ) T h e school calendar mirrored the-

work and family patterns of the nation 



Today, th 6- world has turned upside down^ Less than 3^percen^> of 

today's families are on farms. In most households ̂ bot^ parents 

work--\away) f rom home; / " " 

fixfT" f am ilo^s is now headed by 

woman 

thirdsjof these mothers wo 

About haQjE^Jthe children now in first grade will have 

lived in oni-parent homeS^by the time they graduat^^K 

from high school. 

that, o' 

i; family schedule should be merged. Tffifcw uwi i 11L 1. u 

i f W 0 ><t 1 -p'e^, 

Already, because of working parents, over 40 percent 

of the Ration's childreh are i n/^re^v ndergar ten 

"PtbiUUB Lu 

Ih=»—iact, the Governors^in their new report) urged 
i i _ _ _ ^ J 

states to provide quality ea^ly educa^b^n for^JLat 

^riskv four year olds and "where possible" for three 

year olds^>as well.j- This recommendation^touches' the 

~re(al i t i -

\606 OOOO 
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I. 

AuuLlJei—rssrre. Today, oneCout of ten chilcTten now comes home to 

an empty house or apartment^ And as this "latch key" jpr obi em 
" ivrzz^^— — ^ grows, s chools^wi^tT ope ra te on a longer day, offering after-hour 

program^ such as special studies in science, computers, music or 

lathletics, for example. Ln*wL t h tdr\ ' * *. 9 fr^i-i * i 

convinced that the S-Chool _ 
j caler^lar will be lengthened^ A th re£~ month^s umme^^^i^fs made 

sense when there were crop^Cto be tend^j^and ext^ra^hands^were 

needed In the fields} But it •s anachronism especially at 
a time when (most parents work-outs ide the home, year round 

We need an 

for ba^ys itTij^g but ^orTe 

tional^summer term for chil 

arnxn - w w N B g a e g g -

1 urTr<̂ 3-Toif£ when grtiool -io obU-
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e^-hour works unimer sessions 

^ 

fr?(is that affluent 

•Ys-Ummer camps, pri 
exampre--while 

I n 1 983, g j p e r c e n t ° ^ " P P 6 r 3 n d m i d d l e income ^ 

famflies jrad their preschool children in special 

programs , o n l y ^ ^ T ^ e n J ? of at-risk"three and four 
year olds were__sa._jeru:-olled. — — -

kAovv^ U^lciCnr, Kecc( Lto - W k*^ 

rrowed, new enrichment programs—which I 

d School—should be optionally available 

not j u_st Jbhe privileged few. to serve all students 

luf M ^ ^ 
For those who Cannot afford the cost 
[ V f 
state-financed plan that would give 

certificate of eligibility-linked to the Federal 
* ' f Chapter 1 ;guidlines—to be redeemed at the 1 

\ \ \ I ' 1 
pr^eschbol, after-school, or summer £rogrbm of their 

choice. \ ij 
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o C Over 50 percent do vnot participate in planning 

their own iriservice education 

o "Seventy percent are not iasked to4ielp shape ( tention policies at their school. 

o And^ -over ̂  percent^ are. no^' involved in deciding 

which students will be "tracked" into special 

classes. 

And t£en, we wonder why many of ̂ o u r j m o s t ^ f t e d ^ s t ^ do 

into teaching! 

There £ r e p o o r teachers in th ; 

movement to succeed, the teaching profession must 

itself 

And'''for the reform 

vigorous ^his nation simply cannot 

d e r a t e Aediocrity in the classroom. 

But it's |also^true thatfjho"profession,is made healthy by 

focussing only on what's bad,{ ft; BV 
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