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INTRODUCTION

And my@i@ was to Raintan idyllic pictue of

children

'v' S or A ler | 0 call "The Sq -Al.‘-‘: hod."

u@to@@ls asﬁ%ucture but | won't.

naan wirllom~

Thetruth’is that the @0 is justd

when | turn the telesco time i
that schooling in America remai me.
{ . bJ : s e .

@ as we move toward the ye@ and beyond, there

is an unfihished agenda for the
| (fished agenda for bt %ﬁ%m >
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And this I'd like to focus oft 4 priorities &
educators mustcorfrodt if we ‘are to aehieve e@é/ﬂébce in

education. SLsPR
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o ITs DovBly P TWKBML THAT
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A ﬁng up on city streets,

orifa Wmic was s
we children in the nation,--
/\\
and %R eclare a
] hete official in the

fon hag b rafted.

astel %hen @s of /

Afionally and socially
) eir business

—

butlogdto act with f urgency and
p@e that the emergency requires. |
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= There asy answers. lf there were,we would have

found them ago. B‘gjﬂw@le 3y is that the garly

years of schooling rett\a the most

important. — — /]
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It's more Yhan "mere sentiment" to suggest that

our search tgr excellence, the early years are
transcenyentall\the most important.

\city of Tittie chjldren to discove

jest \and t e@\ry of words.

| @as a 1igE boy, we7used to say

icks and stones-may @my bones,

and @ SO Iong




I'm suggesting tha 's our most essential human

funéﬁﬁ%a nd that the fop priorily mu to help ADh
< shildreR be fic intheen

And frankly, it's a national disgrate that 20
years after-Head Stadt was authorizedby
Congress, onl r¢ent of the eligible
@uiie'---“@i =e -

Washington, D.C., | proposed th
yea rmal-€ducation into a s

>chool
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and would hav@lass with morem
tudents each. o
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I yould be to have ildren, from thg;?ij’st,

rea i g, listening to stories, (n osphere the

foréign language peopteé fike to call t ration method
£ v — e

the future, we will need our mo

=2 - i .@il.ll.
/ oué chers in primary schaDls:

| tf)on would give \
as rquen statis 1Q Irst-grade

chers as we
< ST — =)
give to fullp sors, that-one act alon@d
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¢(11.)TEACHERS
_ (This brings me to priority number 2.

e T —
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means

give-more duthority te

: s N\ I\ \ )
\ 1 A \ \
ast.yeathat the Carnegie Foundati

sur¥eyed 22,000 teachers from'coast to coast and
we discover d that: g

\,
And to achleve,q@bithe year 200 3%

« \Nearl)\one-third have no role i
"shaping' the curriculum they ar
asked to teach. 3

e Over 50 pergent do not partlclpate i
planning thelr own ik-service
educatic

e Seventy pexcent\are not asked to help
shape retention policies at their ’
school--50 pe cent said morale is

VOorse tns 78-vears ago.
\ \
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The hard fact\is, Dan Lortie said
real regard fQK teaching in\this coungry has
\  ngper matched ot profession

veral years agowhen we were\d@r wrifingzereport on hi
school# at'Ttie Carnegis Jation, | read a fasjc;natfg é%w{
N\

S aboutan'_ th=centur ebraska ch

@'\The.w_' said that ars-ago at this Ilttlem
s¢hool hous nthe e rask pra1 e
the\}a hes wa@ipf}oﬁx b%

who used stones as ' weapons” of assault
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‘ * | the second)teacher, met the same aw

-\

=

@ .o\fcon,cdd his=sasiale by saying tha

one boy and had

B e g
@er the 7
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e dpn’t@our teachgrs out

of town.
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Teachers today are called upon not only)to t
@*bgt also

. ow to drive
o » e/a}fm "y
W(An teachers @m@along the line we
them for not livi p to our i 1zed" expecta-
tions:
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Americap Hi choglllw/evi\siteﬁ
rom coas coast. —
— = that the basiopro ' ~/ 7L’?
fits, aftho aries must
o,

( too little) time r@

e too mah mindlessinterruptions.
l p\i\?
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in Qng class where the(PA system/ e
| @ﬁestﬁmes ity min
e an@)re the

Andtgt s@vere being distracted from their

l@g.__._g> OINeHWm = BVED Viez2 (6
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m=suggestmythajferthe rejorm movement {0

e don’'t nedd mare rules ahd regulations
e n ed mre tCh ‘;"fl.lng!y:vig:--;.i_.__
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Carnegie Foundafion, we've just suryeye@
teachers fr oast to coast.

A nearly one-thir sgé‘sx,"lthey have @n shaping the
curriculumyat their school.
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Over 50 perge Aol participate in planning theifow
(egmacrogon e )

© t help@hape

mat their school.

@( And over60 percent aed in deciding which
stidents wil . eﬁﬁ;sed@,specnal classes--
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hosho dimprove. Near the end, Tasked the
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that they had a@_@e te r who wag*4bsolutBly

@someone who hadehange iy lives forever.

ik one hand wept'up! As one
student put it, "It's just not the thing to do."{ These high
school students had been with teachers vy day for four

years and ye@-even after an msewon-—dld

~astude p by the teachers desk and sa)@a/nkyou
VRIYy MUCN.™ — Paormse. e pa

| remembexed, "ratker vividly,"

touched me or truly changed\qy life.
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They teach y&ar after year with no
iniservice educgation.

d then we\wonder why our most gifted

are intensely ,
that@ﬂn‘e f
the ter@-t@-is a title of

whi e in the United States we say

'He’s just a teacher."
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amelenekeissade. |I'd liketo see thls atlo be léss con-

-’n'-b;_‘: hout getting wedpans system into space and
\ fore concefned abot in ing teachers h@ar’th

Q Specifically” Frectrrnsac-wenesriadss W "Q
in every school to help t s quickly implant a

ood idea.

@ S hekdee
‘ travel fupd in every school so teachers

@g\o to conferendes occasionally and be infellectually
--something callege professors @ take for
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- . Bush--who wants to
@Preside invite the "teacheps of'the year" from
@ﬁs to a d@r in the East Room of the
White House.

act, but we@by
symbols.

And to @teaching in the White House

would send a powerful signal to the nationf It
Wmch% are the unsung heroes j
the culture. —

&
I’d@ike to see a national crusade to

utstanding studegtsinto teaching,
r beginning with young pevple @1 in junior high.

@ An ;1{1) like to see f uition scholarshjps for
| students who ee to teach atlea wn our
mos ~@ged schools.

Twenty years agp, John Kennedy inspire¢
nation’s youthto join\t‘he’PB

L —
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D Martln Luther
that, "E ry Iy

Simply stated: If we wa ‘tibetter chools
ract and hol outstan?ling

us areg where we ane today kecause of
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II. CURRICULUM
‘ K re Ao

- Zf A
needane

curngulum for the schools one that focuses on the future,
not'the past. ‘S‘)O/’Q }//ﬁ/ 0 NW Cvyn— 0(/&1\/

Today’s students take a "smattering" of unrelated course
But what they fail to see are patterns that would give them

« amore coherent view of knowledge,

« and a more authentic, more integrated view
of life.

ureate in Biology wrote
is one. You cannot,
een things.

| wonder if Dr. McClintock has looked at a school or
college currigulum in recent days.

Frank Press, the President of the National Academy of
Science, in a retent speech said that scientists are, in
some respects, artists, too. He suggested that discovery
of the magnificent\ Double He|ix was not only intellectually
compelling, it was @esthetically satisfying, too!
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Victor Weiskoff, when asked what gives him hope in
troubled times, replied, "Mozart and Quantum Mechanics."
But where in_the curriculuny do students discover
connections sych as this?

When | was United States Commissioner of Education,
Joan Ganz Cooney, who was the brilliant creator of
Sesame Street, came to see me one day.

« She wanted to start a new program in
science for junior high school students.

« It subsequently was developed and it's called
3-2-1 Contact.

In doing background research for the program, Children’s
Television Workshop asked junior high school students
such questions as:

° "Where does water come from?" And a
disturbing percentage said, "the faucet."

« They asked, "Where does light come from?"
And they said, "the switch."

*  "And where does water go?" "Down the
chute.”
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The harsh truth is that today’s students will live in a world

that is economically, politically, ecologically connected.
It's a world in which

1. the ozone layer is depleting;
. our shorelines are polluted;
3. and where the tropical rain forests are being
destroyed at the rate of 100,000 square
kilometers every year.

And yet, for far too many students, their knowledge goes
about as far as the VCR knob, the refrigerator door, and
the light switch on the wall.

I'm suggesting that all students need to become culturally
literate, to use E. D. Hirsch’s helpful formulation. Butin a
complex, integrated world, we need a curriculum in which

the disciplines achieve a Iar er, more inte end.
,&k 9/ Yo )”22 Zo bl

Over forty ye sag% Mar Vv Doren wrote that, "The ﬁ
connectedness gf(things is whatthe educator G
contemplates to t

limit of his capacity." Van Doren
concludes by sayin '
early in life to think of {hngs as conné&cted . . . has begun
the life of learning."

integration, too.
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« And what about the students who do not
take the SAT?

greativity, is suppre§sed, and
ggod teaghing is restricted.

Howard Gardner, at Harvard, in his provocative book,
Frame M/ind, reminds us that children have not only

verbal k&l{:ence, they also have
. i@lligence,
. @atical intelligence,

« spatial intelligence,

- physical intelligence,
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« personal intelligence, V_

 _and, | suspect, intuitive and socia

S.dntettigence as well.
7 (

I'm suggesting that if Wgcate all childr\e‘n,u{e
\musx—b@ our definition of potential. R
er no matter

Jam@rote on one occasionthat,

of the
Thi e our vision%@ as we approc
the year 0. ~




(000 0000 q9ol

» /
/' I
SDIEGO3-17, ELB/crl,SP =
_—
@cmmmm AND FAMILIES

 § have(’ii//fi? priority to propose,(‘one whicc‘??sider
@ a diversion.

({But the @ it goes he@ I'm beginning to suspd&ct that th
—~tm— o \~ \ =
should be
\_—)
(e
. ®
in this coun@.
/\\\
/ —

@, I wad strugk thatzphe—tmsehers
. . b oy

t d asd much ab he jidsDpndabout—fall L e as €y did
—_— ST T i *

¥ .
S/-@Q
90% repoke B2t Jlack)of parental support)is a
~ /

()
o |
21
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prQblem at their school.

— e e
. say that abused \and @d children is a
Wm.

. And@report "@@" @their students.
e Il -
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bout»the des

‘gradé kids Eiif_ifffzfpé '

become @ y troubled by age 10.

o
_— g

These kids peratel néff\iiiiisf who deeply care
. . . )

. eac
1 nogggy teacher‘ﬁaid

—

@ the m of teaching is
the academics. t@L£E£EEEEE> é;;&;§§ dealing with the great
numbers of kids\whg~sgff§fiffgf§35i::j}Y: ég;I;Ii}, and
tfoancia)

not

nanciallly stressed homes.

)
"Nearl of my kindergartnets," she said, "qgagxffém single-
parent families. And we arekffjfiEELi/gé;E}ation of ?T:Eifiaﬂly
QEEEEEE:isuth who will, in turn, fEI%E:} similar generation.,"
What is/€§;£;E£;§\of this country," this teacher

e
asks, "when we have s¢ many\needy children?"

N\

Last yea e decided tp|go directly the children. surveyed

over 500p fifth and eighth graders,



(600 00C0 Q90| (=4

~

. SDIEGO3-17, ELB/crl,SP T
Lo Y WE_ DECiozp TV wh—-ﬁec/ympﬂlv.

NEITHD ek gvge S SR ¢ FF wamww

aid they go home to an empty house;

K@ay they @they could spen}_w wi

thelr m(atmiband their fathers,

@y they of@:ey had or
e and @ay their family néver sits dow to

€22 meal
\

We found@am n Childrey are left to "drift

’ !
a@;sly" s S fee]@unneedeiand
@ed to the larger world.

Dr. HaroIld Ho@}ut it per@en he said that today's youth
are
Y Const e P
ed 7 &s&ﬂw
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'm esy concerned about the increased,
Rrax~ o
inte enera ional isolation in our culture’, W€are

S@tmg the y@ old, placing them in one sort of
institution or another.

Q.

. 0dg ers in dayc e,
. (Engasiare in school
. ts in the workplace,

o a‘r/1d older people are in retirement villages,/
Ty bty

V\ﬁat’s especially dist%that thislienatlon

is|often found within the“schoo! itself.

« Therei Is in man bI|c schools a feeling of
nonyi mongt e students.

. Teen-aerswm move
"b from class to class--ard have no

serious | eractlon with adults. Tdey lose
their i the very time a sense of
belonglng IS needed most

w”; 31 //w/

) o 1t
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And I’'m convinced the most rgé\ » our

ge ion now confro i e rebuilding of the
nation’s schools and réstoring dignity ef Je) ‘kﬁy
o )™ L@“
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CONCLUSION
s
Here then is my conclusio

e

As we move toward the year 2000, we

must give top priority to eusly )@7?
educatlompha81s on

language.
e  Wemust giveent tot

HRre=stuger ts

M we must @e

the results.
/oéoyz/ QL W& ar GIVE
R SonsE o /uxmafw.nesb 7 $T1ENTS,

generation.



