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abdjjt education) in the year 

And mycflr 
children 

5siltinpJ|tihe^ 
^ t r i^ iTT^ welTproc^^ , 
id^^ctmg^vitFra roafttor, in an intetti^tu|l^liriT 

-Mfirttfnpr Adler Iffpr^tn rail "The SnfHaJ-Mpthod 

INTRODUCTION 

to^ i r r t j ^ is as^ i^n i^p ic tu re , but I won't. 

HnitC"— 
( ThCtrutPis that the yoaSS^QO is j u s n X ^ a r e away. And 

when I turn the telescope^time ^ ^ c k t o ^ ^ ^ I realize 
that schooling in 

So there wi 
(f^marRi today. 

QStill,/as we move toward the yeW_2QG0 and beyond, there 
is an unfjffehedjgenda for the ^ g s e s e t 

independent schools ^ 
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And this afternoon I'd like to focus olf4>riorities ^ ^ 
educatcu^mt^tcopfte&t if we 'are to achieve e>(c§n^ce in 
education. si^p^ 



Vvyt/ 
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^ n r e n ^ w ^ i D ^ n g u p o n c i ^ 

4T 

was (rotting on the 

or if a f^ealth^epid^mic was strikin 
the children in the nation,-

ernocs and mayors wo£f9 declare a 
everyi^^o]Tipial in tfie 

n h flj^aeji^rafted. 

^h^nslident^ljves are w^tecLwhen t^ou^andls of 
our arydsocially 
unenpowered^pbliclS^^ 

it to critici^,, ^ ^ ^ 
Ao act with the^gns^of urgency and 

pqfsister)0^ that the emergency requires. 

lasv ans) s. i t 
found thenrTfoogJaga. Bjytwha 
years of schooling^re t^nsce 

>we would have 
Is that the fatly 

intally the most 
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an "mere sentiment" to suggest that It's more 

i \our search for excellence, the early years are 
transcendentall\the most important. 

And if we go not give children a good foundation, it is 
almost imp^ssibte^jp fully oampensate for the failure later __ 

s in theSajj^ years t h a i t d ^ g ^ e ^ - — 
exponentially exj5andsJ And^^j5at^l ' rh a grandpa~£fnc^Y \ 
cdnob je ry^ t faEcp^^ unencumbered by dirty diapere^vhf 
and bur^ ing ta te jp i ^ t , I'm absolu^ety^vgdby the / f^F* 
c a p ^ i t y o f ^ ^ ^ p l d r e n to discovepverfearl^othjne 
nifajesly^and the^eapdjiry of words. ^ ^ 

en I was a M S boy, we'used to say 

reafe/my bones 
ill never hurt me mes 

What Konsen^el) I 'du^ally say this-v 
all the tim§ 
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I'm suggesting tha 
fundSofcand that the 

Iren become pr ~ 

s our most essential human 
,y mustbeJo_he| 

Spee jJEM^we^^ 
forjeveryjisgg^^|a0edchild. ^findlthis 
means^Tf^d lng of Head Start. 

Ami fr^nkjy, it's a national disgritbe that 20 
years aftef4Hea£f^t^^ 
Congress, only^£per^ent of th^ejigible 

Served. 

[ton, D.C., I proposed th^fwgj^ 
)fjprmal ggucation into a 

l o T ^ 

RatfSnaFTressXTuF 

;ic 

fhe Basic StgTdo^which would combine 
(fough gradetffire} 

>uld give/tob priority to language, 

and would hav 
students each. 

lass with more thanJ5 7 

mm/. 



- — ^f^^r&^ft j^zs^—— — — -
Tfi^c^b/vould be to have^^oKildre^^ 
r W ^ ^ ^ m i p g , listening to stories, f \ an^ii^ospfiere the 
for^Jgnlafiguage pebpt^ltftelocall the-sattfration method 

This m e ^ n s t h e futureyjwe will need (bur mo^t ) 
o u t^t a n d i m ^ 

ince<£tha!bf thisnatfon would give 
îsJo Tirst^gr^^t^achers as we 

ofessorsTthaS^act a lon /^ t r i d 
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bringe cet 
rofess'ors; 

e to educa 



1000 0066 TW 

f lL TEACHERS 

en5e in educatkiii means 
inching. 

And to achieve must 
giv^nore^uthoritjr to ii^^Dal^^moiandmore) 

^ — & 
oritur 

status to tfie t̂B ĉKeî  

rest&sat thfeX^rnegie Folindati 
reyed ̂ 2,000 teachers from coast 

discovered that: 

[earl>\pne-third have no role i 
,,At-LapingT the curriculum they ar 
asked to reach. \ 

Over 
planni 
educati 

0 percent do not participate i 
theV own in-service 

Seventy peVcent >are not asked to help 
shape retention policies at, their 
school--50 pereentWid morale is 

—worse-than-fivVyeaissjigo. 
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fact\js, D\n Lortie said 

real regard fbk teaching in^his courijfy hi 
naAer matched oM profession^ regarc 

Se veraTy^ we re wrrtlng^j'e po rt on high 
school^at^^^^^^^ lEourTda^on, I read a fascrnating ^ W y 

^ tmrNebraska scli< 

one boy and had a l ^ ^ ^ a b e d theJather of_ 
another , the ^igiTol W i n d e d . /Parents need 

(Chastizing, too. 
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Teachers today are called upor) not onl 
basicT^but also — 

to^ni to) jhe_£|^gj^and 
• ^oJ)ofi3p^or drugZ 
• ^toj^gr^i jregn^frcy 
• J o j i i | h studentsj^ow to drive 

^ ^ ^ ^ ^ e g r ^ f i t i 

i~wteateachers ( fa j^hor^nywhej^ 
diSnTr\them for notl ivirTcrwt^^ 

long the line we 
s^fizejd" expecta-

e don't(stpn^ our teachers 
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Anckyet \\ &pitflvoHfes, I'm convinced th^t most "school 
critics", 

could Yiot si\Avive one we^Mn the cl^sjsrooms 
tttjy vigc^uslyjcoDdeiw-

Durincfoui 
lozei classro 

of the America^ HigJ^chooijwe visited 
oast. 

/And it became 
w ^ a o l j g l a ] ^ 01 

»prot 
fringe 

that the basij 
jfits, aJfh^^r^TaTies must 

/Thg fc^j^fkQblemjxoncluded was th 
(of th j^aSRe^v^th 

too man^tuden] 
tQomuOT^apei 
toolRtie^inSJar prebaratjj 
tocTmany^^^ 
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fact tharehe was being^fudefy int 
was expected to ^ ^ l a n d l g n o r e the 
in/fnHoS/ in+firffTT t̂̂ l̂ ^ 

And tfiat stjjdenfej^ere being di^ractfec^from their 
I^Tninn _ _ ftX/UCf/^^W? ^lOU&CGr 

& iAfflntrr 
m-sugeeetthg tha; 

e don't need m 
e need more t 

teachemtmrrcoasTto coast. 

n shaping the (LI /fcggl nearly.one^thir^) iaythey have 
^urricupr^aTtFieifschool. 
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o/hd^participate in planning their^owrp 
n programs. 

(poiicie^at their school. 

( j l )) And in (jecpOng which 
Jtudents^will beJmeked^o special classes ™ 
rVm-n\vrr\ t ^ N A 

l s^ l i t t lQ^eod^-5 ' " ' ' 
years ago.\ Twenty-twA perceVit saidAits / / 

\ \ \ \ \ \ / / t ^ ^ i 
FranklV I final it ironic that while American l^ust rv^ lks ' f ^ ^ 
about involvinQ workers ira decisions, school rejefm in the 
United Spates moving ir\just th^ oppo&ierl3irection. 

In all too foany slatesyveTStrying\6impbse excellence 
fro^ jabom Whan/fn fact, jt cai/jinly be accomplished by 

laehorAwfTo moocwitn children every single-day. 

rerU was United/Sates Commissioner of Education, I 
c^llecTtog^^ studenlsirornaround 
thecourrnT^/We s^h f th#^^ ta l k i ng about schools and 

shoijJdinwSve. Near the encfTTaskedlRe 

7f 
Ac 
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B" at lea^> Andalljturiejr^aid 
that they had ^tjeasforte te^ch^r who wa^gbsojufely 
't^ps^someone who had^ange^Hhet^ lives forever. 

T h ^ n T ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ - u c i a l question^'How many of you eve 
thankeda t e a ^ ^ u p ! As one 
student put it, "It's jjjst n o u i ^ t h i n g T ^ o . " n i i e s e l ^ 
school students hadbeerTwith teachers vet^ day for four 
years and yetsqot onc^--even after an ^xcitingpsession-did 
a s|uden^top by the teachers desk and say^terrk^ruu 

ers livaforever! 

Several yeazs ago, I couldn't sleeV Instead of counting 
sheep\countbd all the teachers I n&d had\ 

een o\more\few I remembered, "rather vividly, 
nightmares ih the bunch. 

I then tried to thmk abounhe great teachersMhe trhJy 
outstanding individuals—in college or in ^hool\who iqad 
touched me or truly changedNriy life. \ \ \ 
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They teach yfear after year with no 
in\service education. 

then wevwonder why our most gifted 
students do not go into teaching! 

During high school visits I concluded the basic 
problem is not salaries, not merit pay. 

[Working conditions and the FA system a symbol] 

I'm suggesting thatlto achieve excellence we don't 
needWiore rules ana regulation ,̂\we need more 
teacher recĉ  jnition 

ited: perhaps it'sjlgr^Ahg^we can borrow 
something from the(Japaî ese. In Japai^parent 
are intensely s^tpportr^of the schools ,̂ and in 
that (Culture 

-is a title of the ter 
(̂ reat ho 

wJxileJierein the United States we say 
(He's just alfeacher." 
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md b^gin r^ give them t îe time or the tools they need to 
their\iob. 

Bu\let the record show thatynone of these important 
moves would have been accomplished without the 
aggnessive\leader\hip of the PCansas chapter of the NEA. 

Agaiii I salute the vihor and thevvision of this magnificent 
organization which for\a century and a quarter has been 
committed to excellence for all children! * 

K V 
omplished.£jj>^ (1 J 

o- see foohing 
I'd like=tosee this ngtig^Dg lesscon-

getting ^e£§i|[i|_system into space and 
conceme< ^hg^teachers hgfe^rTearth. 

Specifically; 
in every school to help t^ach^rp quickly implant a 

(pod idea. 

travej_fu>d in eyeryschc^l so teachers 
o to conferences occasionallyan3~Beinfenectually 
--something college professors ^mpfy take for 

granted, J J r r i ^ ^ T ^ — ^ — 
if- isu^jJluS 
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of teacli^^ecognition, I. 
/̂ ]\ii^JBu^h--who wants to b̂ Lthe Education 
\L/President^invite the ,!|eac^^:gltheyear" from 

alljO^staWs to a dmn^rTnl^eEast Room of the 
White House. 

[t's a s^mbolib act, but we/live)by 
symbolsT"^ -^ 

And to ̂ elebrat^teaching in the White House 
would send a p owerfi^ s i gn al to the natioifrlt 
woi3dr^ay~thi[rtSacfier^ are the unsung heroeŝ  
the culture^__^>-^ 

Fdvalso)like to see a^gtion^cjp^ade to 
__^jiutstandingstud^ts into teacHilpig, 

begm^ng^gijh^yomig p^ple j>{i|l in junior high. 

And^pd like to see fuIQuition scholarsh 
students whoagreelx) tea f̂T 
(mostms advant^edTscHools. 

at lea§^3)y 

Tweirty years ag)p, John Kennedy inspired the 
natiojiS^oiit^to Corpsto serve 
t h e m e e ^ ^ v e r s e ^ . ~ W h y ^ ^ ^ i x s p i r e th^b r jgHp f 
and the^eiMoserve in^ifnSr city scjrools ancfiii 

s heî e at home?- ^^^ 



Marth^Luther^ingHd^HaredT^n^ne occasion ^ 
that, "Eye^fi^^^anije'£reatT>ecause ey^ryboSy 
can se^e^XndFnTc^ 
peoplifof this are,mor& thSirreaay to be / 
inspirerl by a larger visionT^^—— J 

\ 000 0000 c\c\o ( 

Simply stated: If we war 
we must attract ^nd hoh 
teachers. 

Since all of us ar 
an inspired teacher. 

V V v V 

3etter schools 
outstanding 

where we are today because of 
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II. CURRICULUM 
io 

Ps ^ 

I'fn convinced that need a ne\ 
curriculum for the schools, one that focuses on the future, 
not'the past. Sff^/*^ 0 <Nfa\/ OvY^ f/^ 
Today's students take a "smattering" of unrelated course^/*^ 
But what they fail to see are patterns that would give them 

a more coherent view of knowledge, 

and a more authentic, more integrated view 
of life. 

Barbar^McClintod^vthe Nobel laureate in Biology wrote 
on one occasion tnarall knowledges is one. You cannot, 
Dr. McClirotock said, cfraw a line between things. 

I wonder if br. McClintock has lookecj at a school or 
college curriculum in reoent days. 

Frank Press, trie President of the National Academy of 
Science, in a recent speech said that scientists are, in 
some respects, artists, too. Vie suggested that discovery 
of the magnificent Double HeJix was not oinly intellectually 
compelling, it was aesthetically satisfying, 100! 
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\ 
Victor WeisVoff, when a$ked what gives him hope in 
troubled times, replied, "Mozart and Quantum Mechanics." 
But where in rhe curriculum do students discover 
connections swch as this?\) 

When I was United States Commissioner of Education, 
Joan Ganz Cooney, who was the brilliant creator of 
Sesame Street, came to see me one day. 

She wanted to start a new program in 
science for junior high school students. 

It subsequently was developed and it's called 
3-2-1 Contact. 

In doing background research for the program, Children's 
Television Workshop asked junior high school students 
such questions as: 

"Where does water come from?" And a 
disturbing percentage said, "the faucet." 

They asked, "Where does light come from?" 
And they said, "the switch." 

"And where does water go?" "Down the 
chute." 
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The harsh truth is that today's students will live in a world 
that is economically, politically, ecologically connected. 
It's a world in which 

1. the ozone layer is depleting; 
2. our shorelines are polluted; 
3. and where the tropical rain forests are being 

destroyed at the rate of 100,000 square 
kilometers every year. 

And yet, for far too many students, their knowledge goes 
about as far as the VCR knob, the refrigerator door, and 
the light switch on the wall. 

I'm suggesting that all students need to become culturally 
literate, to use E. D. Hirsch's helpful formulation. But in a 
complex, integrated world, we need a curriculum in which 
the disciplines achieve a larger, more integrated end. fU €'<f? />k J y^A- fx*- 7/ , )-t C^l" 
Over forty yea^s ago, MarK Van Doren wrote that, "The ^ J p f f 
connectedness\fithings is whakhe educator g a n 

contemplates to mklimit of his capacity." Van Doren Jff9™' 
concludes by sayingsthat, "The stuoent who can begin 
early in life to think of YHfigs as connected . . . has begun 
the life of learning." 

The goal of education is n \ t \ is t information, it's 
integration, too. 



000 oooaj^so 
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And what about the students who do not 
take the SAT? 

[W^ nee(\a Manhattan Project\on assessment for schools 

Today's stuaents are foVever takirta test .. From 
kindergarten \o grade 12l we ask troem 1 ^ recall isolated 
[acts, and put checkmark^ on the p^per. 

But\in tnp process, 

yeativitw is suppressed, and 
>od teaching is restricted 

And, in thS^Nti, we Measure that which rrfetters\least 

r " 
Hov^ard Gardner, at Harvard, in his provocative book, 
FrameS^Hwnd, reminds us that children have not only 
verbal intelligence, they also have 

iganrrt^lligence, 

mathematical intelligence, 

s^t ia l intelligence, 

physfcal intelligence, 
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pei^onal^elligence^ 

-and, I suspect, intuitive and social 
5 ^ i n t e t t i g e n c e as well. 

I'm suggesting that if <iJif̂ gjoaHs4o educate all children>vve 
^r i^sU^^adep^ potential. 
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CHILDREN AND FAMILIES 

I have
(
'<^fin^H p r i o r i t y to propose,f^ne/ ^nay cdysider^ 

(simply
1

 a d i v e r s i o n . 

But the :(onge) it goesjthe (jnafi) I'm beginning to s u s p ^ t that 

pnfir̂  (53SW: 
p^Qbjjgni^at their s c h o o l . 

• that a 

• A n d ( ^ / o ^ r e p o r t " ^ o ^ ^ i e a l t ^ " amoncptheir students 
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Nearly Al,0(Mj)teach£rs actually wi(ote cohmen̂s about their 
1 and pbignanjt fashion their deep 

rnsern about the desperation!of their children 

put it this way 

-grade kids fade into t awdow 
become V̂eepXy troubled by age 10 

T̂ ese kidŝ d̂ speratel̂  need parent̂  who deeplycare Jf>4r 
afpj»cee-rate theii uwn l̂iildt̂ ii.""̂ ê hefŝ Timplŷ cannot do 

n̂othe)jteacher ̂ aid (̂ fHcul-t̂ par): of teaching iŝ not 
the ̂ academicŝ Ĵ Ŝ î̂ ^̂ ^ pâ tĵ ik dealing with the great 
numbers of kidŝ-whp come from chysicaily, fcociallV, and 
financially stressed homes 

p'Nê l̂ al̂ jof myjcijî ergartnets," she said, "<̂ome from single-
parent familiesT̂ Ând wtTlire ̂ raisî n̂ â genê ation of emotionally 
f̂ tunted \routh who will, in turn, âise ji similar generation̂ !!------̂  

/What is the future)of this country," this teacher 
asks, "when we have sd̂HlanyXneedy children?" 

fe decided tb go directly ito the children, 
fifth and ei/ghth graders, /and we founp that 
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tev Ŵ  ID&O TV yr "jttf-Crt'*-** 
(• they go home to an empty house; 

60%)say they (wisnXthey could spenckmore 

their m^tlreiSsand their fathers 

ay their family never s^its down\together to 

e a t ) a m e a l 

aive fuuild—in a wai'd wao Qlipnal irm 

W e found n (children are left to "drift 

unneeded\and 

|jonrfeet?ed to[the larger world 

>ut it perfectly when he said that today's youth 

cutoff 

t\ talking m n i n 

l e s ^ a a o u t X o u n schools and m o r e about 
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I'm e|f^ciaj)y concerned about the incre^sed^ ,, ' 
i n t e ^ ^ ^ ^ i p n a l isolation in our cultured We^are ^ 
sgparpting the yourfg^nfi old, placing them in one sort of 
institution or another. 

re in nurseries, 

are in school, 

and dlder people are in retirement villages 
ValLalbn 

is 
hat's especially disturbingjs that this^ense of^lienation 
often found within the^school itself. 

There isjn many^blicj>chools a feeling of 
mong tRefstudents. 

Tegn^ggers-irU^a£=^a3Pls move -p* 
facdeiij^ from class to class--aftd hmve nô  
seriousiQieraction with adults. TtiBy lose 
their identity^the very time a sense of 
belonging is needed most. 
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And I'm convinced the most urgenirasi* our 
generation now confronts4s4jie rebuilding of the 
nation's sjzfiools a&d restoring 
cijn ' 

aing 01 tne „ 
iity of 
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Here then is my conclusio 

f As we move toward the year 2000, we 
must give top priority to o-tn̂ y 
educatioriwitiTan^emphasis on s 
language. 

• We must give/£mpow€}rpient to tl 
feaeher. 

sense of purpose-to 

^otaTG 

we must evaluate 
effectively ike results. — ^ 

/O sm^ or fuKe»E fULfi&> r 
ardner said on one occasion that ^ 

d. You can*jt jauiM 
ndingasthe/ 

pyramids. It has to Ws 
eachriew V / W f ^ 

generation. 


