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Thank you very mucL 

This morning I've been asked to talk about 

"Educating^ a multicultural world." 

Z —.Arm i A Ijlro fry yon n story. 

/ 

4 

) h ^ ^ 
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It was a drearyJMcyKlay morning, and to avoid the pressures of 
the day 

I turned instinctively to the stack of third-class mail 
that I kept perched precariously bp the corner of my 
desk 

to create the^Ujision of) 
old administrative trick 

On top of the heap was the student newspaper from Stanford 

Andjhe headliii^announced that the faculty had 
reintroduced a required course in "Western 
"Civillzaitioh," after having abolished all requirements 
just three years before. 

Bear 
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And then the editors concluded with this blockbuster question: 

"Hov^dare tjiey impose uniform standards on 
^ —̂  ^ .nonuniform) people?" 
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And frequently shouted dowfr? 

^ failing to receive th^honor)and adulation 
Reserved. 
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And I recalled that 

•/ most of whom I liked very much, 

5—that 

r=s> ShuuJi i4- V^Co 

, and 



GLOBAL-R.DOC, (SPC,ELB/lb), May 20, 1992 6 



GLOBAL-R.DOC, (SPC,ELB/lb), May 20, 1992 8 

There we wereT^itting in my office, 

ry about the war. 

And^e^? according to the students, 

there was absolutely liothmg that we shared. 

} y u 
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thatS^wt And thros^hat troubled me the most, 

I was troubled that some of America's most gifted students 

after 14 or mo re years of formal learning 

stiUJ^d not learned the simpleTtrirth that 

while we're^'nonuniforrti,' 

we still have many things in common. 
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gs me to the central tti^me of my remarks today 

tudents in a multicultural world Educ 

individual 

every culture 

And as the Stanford students put it 

it means acknowledging the "nonuniform: 
that separates us from each other. \ 
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But there's another side to the equation. 

In our deeply divided world, students alspmust begin to 
understand that — 

while we're all alone, 

wg alco oharc manj tjjilig] 

And while we celebrate individualism in education, I'm / 
convinced 

in,-,, I. c*Miii 
* it's wrgontly impoiianfc that wo oolobr 

and bpglw »nidenti )the commonalities we all 
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HUMAN COMMONALITIES 

• TSSSŜ T̂ fc { ^ 
Several years ago, in a book called 

1 

A Quest for Common Learning, 

I suggested that we organize the cor 
curriculum in the nation's colleges and schools, 

not on the basis o^disciplines Or departments, 

but on the basis of what we called 

the human commonalities, 

hosenuniversal experiences that are found in 

* and among all peoples on 
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concluded that there are, in fact, 

^eight commonalities that bind us all together, 

and that as students stud 
can learn about 

uman commonalities, they 
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I. THE LIFE CYCL] 

First, at the most basic level, 

we all share the universal human experiences of birth 
and growth and death. * 

The life cycle binds us all together 

And yet the sad truth is 

that most of us go through life without reflecting on 
the mystery of our own existence, 

not understanding conception 

not ing the sacredness of our own bodies 

lot learning about how to sustain wellness, 

or pondering the imperative of deatl 



GLOBAL-R.DOC, (SPC,ELB/lb), May 20, 1992 16 

My^wifS^a certified nurse midwife and delivers babies 

including seven grandchildren of our own. 

And Kay tetip of delivering the babies of teenage girls. 

These are children having children 

who for nine mogths have fed their unborn infant 
[coke and pofattTchips. 

And thea"we wonder why children come to school 

nc(TweiI)prepared to learn. 
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I'm suggesting that above all else 

we all share the mystery of birth and growth and 
death. 

And educating in a multicultural world means 

not only having students learn about the life cycle we 
all share, 

helping stqdei^is discover how these most basic 
human experiences 

differ from one culture to another. 
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leads me/to commonality number 2. 

In addition to the life cycle 

all people on the planet use symbols 

(to express feelings and ideas. 
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r.nnsixLerthe miracle of this very moment 

I Wand here vibrating my vocal cdrtLs 

olecules are bombarded in your direction 

ey hit your tympanic membrane 

signals go scurrying up your eighth cranial nerve, and 

there's a response deep n̂  your cerebrum that 
approximates, I trust, the imagesjn miftp. But do 
you realize the audacity of this act? 



GLOBAL-R.DOC, (SPC,ELB/lb), May 20, 1992 20 

I'm suggestii^gthaCirs the exquisite use of symbols that 
us truly human. 

AndJ^would like to see a core curriculuxh^in which 
students study 
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Writing recently in the 
said: 

, Malcolm Bradbury 

J 
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Today we live in a world where 

whereobscenitifes abound, 

where politicians use 60 second sound bites to 
destroy themtegrity-of opponents. 
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In response io this challenge, 

I propose tfiatall students ccjjmplete a 
expository writing—and oral discourse 

I propose £hat all seniors be asked to writ 
on a consequential topic 

to test the etr^capacityl o think critically 

andantegrate ideas • 3 
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and wher& the inte e's own discourse 
would be thoughtfully confronted. 
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1'iii suggesting that educating students)in a multicultural world 

means teaching them that"fanguage is a shared t 

• and that truthfe the obligation we assume 

when we are empowered in the use of words. 
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III. THE ARTS 

This brings me to human commonality #3. 

I'm convinced that 

beyond the life c 

beyond the use of symbols, 
9 

all people on the planet to the aesthetic" 
J 

a universal language, too? 



GLOBAL-R.DOC, (SPC,ELB/lb), May 20, 1992 29 

C^ainpng and sculpture 

are languages that can b^understood 
the world. 

around 
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Consider hoyr the gospel song^'Amazin, 
common bond among people 

whether they are from Appalachia or Manha 

And consid Shall Overcome 

sung in slow ftnd solemn cadence 

can stir powerful feelings 

regardless of race or economic status 
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that for the most intimat 

most moving experiences, 

we turn to music a£Ld dance and the visual arts 
express feeling that words cannot convey. 

And this is tru^j^rjall p^opleon the planet. 



GLOBAL-R.DOC, (SPC,ELB/lb), May 20, 1992 33 

This brings me to human commonality #4. 

Even though we are ail nonuniform, the simple truth is that 

• ^-aiTje^ple on the planet have the miraculous 

ir.ipate the future. 

We are, in fact, the only species on the planet 

that can put4£self in time and space. 
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icating in a multicultural world means asking students to 
dy 

both the riches of their own heritage, 

• and the riq^^eritages of other^ultures, too. 

Recognizing,~as Diane RavitchNput it, that 

Critics^ of multiculturalism insist that it will lead to a 

diminished respect for Western heritage. 
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Buis^multiculturali^m;'—at its best—is not an attack on 
anyone' 

in a nation as diverse as ours we must respect the 
differences of other people, 

while also acknowledging that the world is becoming 
[more interdependent every single year. 
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To put it simply, in the days ahead, 

students should st 
iderstand our past. 

And they should study^on-WestenTQultures to 
understand our future. 
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all people on the planet are alsck members of groups and 
institutions that 

Shai consequently shape their lives. 
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Our son, Craig, lives in a Mayan village in the jungles of Belize 

withSiis Mayan wife and 3 Mayan children 

who are incidentally 

• the three smartest 

* V and most handsome grandchildren 

And when we visit Craig each year, I'm impressed that Mayans 
and Americans 
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e Mayans, just like us, have their family units 

and village coun 

and jails 

aces where they worship 

different 

They have 



And ulticultural world, 

I'd love to see students 

There 
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and watches corn being picked and pounded into 
tortillas. 

V 
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But David' 

find it e^ormou^y more difficult 

to discover their connections —* 
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When I was United States Commissioner of Education, Joan 
Cooney, 

the, Lilian t creator of "Sesame Street," 

came to see me one day. 

She said they wanted to start a new program at 
Children's Television Workshop 

on science and technology for junior high school 
kids, 

so theV could understand a little more about their 
and whatthey must understand to live. 

NSs\ 
\ 

It subsequently was funded and called "3-2-1 
Contact." ^ ^ 
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In doing background work for that project, they surveyed some 
junior high school kids in New York City, and asked such 
questions as: 

"Whei/e does water conke from?" A disturbing 
percentkge^said "the faucfet." 

And they asked,N^vhere does light come from?" They 
said "the switch." 

And they asked, "Where liqes garbage go?" "Down the 
chute." 
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I'm^uggesting that with all our differences every single one of 
us 

is inextricably connected to the natural worl 

and that our very survival on this planet 

singly will depend on our abilit 
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VII. WORK 

brings me to human commonality #7. 

The simple truth is that 

all people on the planet spend^their time 

>roducing and consuming. 

Work is universal, 

it's someth 
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And they should learn as well how 
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When Kay and I first visited the Peoples Republic of China in 
1974 

we saw an elesqentary school—in Shanghai-

i 
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They were learning very early 

the^ality of ppAduction and consumption. 

And in the 21st century students shoulcTconfront 

• which will be a challenge {or~atj people. 

But most especially^fe countries that are most 
affluentT 
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VIII. SEARCH FOR MEANING 

Finally, I'm convinced that all people on the planet, 

regardless of their unique heritage or tradition, 

> 

re searching for a larger pu^>ose. 

We all seek to give special leaning to our lives. 
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Reinhold Niebuhr put it most precisely when he said, 

"Man cannot behol I unless he be committed, 
X ' £ * 

he cannot find himself, 

unless he finds a purpose beyondvhimself." 
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Again, the search for meaning varies greatly from one culture 
to another. 

But it's my own conviction that 

d in this culture. 

Life is/made most authentic as we engage in 
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art in Luther King, Jr. said 

everyone can h^ ^eat 

ause everyonCi can serve. 

And I'm convinced that the young people of this country are 

ready to b^ inspired bj^alarger visum. 

fil 

f^r 
JU 
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Thisjnoriling I've suggested that 

while we're all different 

^we are—at the same time—very miieh alike. 
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We are all born Ig, live and die. 

We all send messages to each other 

We all respond to music and dance and the visual oxts. 

We all recall the past and anticipate the future. 

We all are member of groups and institution 

We all are an inseparable part of nature. 

We all engage in producing and consuming. 

And we all seek to give meaning to our lives. 

And this iis the glue that holds it all together! 
y 





\M ib m h 

flt Yrt b ^ 
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^^BjrtThere, at the very end, I'd like to underscore ^absolutely 
crucial point. 

A true spirit of conmlui^ity 

simply cannot betLchieved without human jusl 
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And frankly, I'm enormously troubled by the growing gap in 
America today ^ . _ _ 

^ Im t 

etween the privileged and the poor. 

roubled that in this, 

the most affluent nation in the world, 

one ou 4 children, under the age of 6, 

ii officially classifiedas poor. 
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I'm troubled that 

hundreds of thousands of little babies in this country 

lc/n0t)have good nutritio^i 

because the federal WIC program is underfunded. 

becadse of lack 

And I consider it a national disgrace that the 
program, 

which prepares disadvantage^ 3- and 4-^ar-olds for 
school, 

• ^ ^ serves^ess than half thô re eligible 
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Why is it that we can fund 

• space stations, 

and bail out the S&Ls, 

an e enough mo n^y^forb^u: children? 
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Langston Hughes, in his tim 
into focus when he wrote: 

brought the challenge 

What happens to a dream deferred? 

Does it djyufy 

like a raisin in ̂ the sun, 

r r 

• o^fester like a sore— 

or ^rust over? 

What happens to a drear deferred? 
Maybe it just sags like a heavy load, 
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CONCLUSION 

Here then is my concl 

Let's celebrate diversit 

Let's reaffirm community 

But let's also acknowledge 

that terrible injustices still persist, 

and let's pledge to ^rork together 
V 

to build for all of us, and especially for our children, 

i. a be tter world. 
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I do not expect miracles overnight. 

And yet it is my deepest wish that 

• ^ David, my 3-year-old grandson in Belize; 

and Julie, his 3-year-old cousin in New Jersey. 

who speak different langua 

• V and have different colored skins, 

• (T still wiU-grow up knowing deep dowxHnside 

* that they are members of the same human family. 
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And to me this is what 

• ecfticatiftg-in a ill uTlic idTurafTvorld 

is all about. 


