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Thank you very much.
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B I‘ et
L] .

In 1972, I was sitting at &ﬂ%\

It was a dre@ay morning, and to avoid the pressures of

the day | B

I turned instinctiyely to the stack of third-class mail

that I kept perched precariously the corner of my
desk

to create the@being very, very busy—it's an

old administrative trick. - 7

————

On top of the heap was the student newspaper from Stanford.

And/ths_@dli@e faculty had

r ced a required course in "Western
ivilization," after having abolished all requirements

just three years before.

e ~
ind, this was 1972.




GLOBAL-R.DOC, (SPC,ELB/1b), May 20, 1992 3

-
Th@ I discovered, T~
. Q:re ightily offended by the faculty's brash act.

And in a front page editorial, they declared that

) ~~
.Q R@o@s an Illiberal Aci/
e —— = — — —— T

\%'TMW—»Y%W?,_ﬁ_ e — e ———
And then the editors concluded with this blockbuster question:

S——

standards on




GLOBAL-R.DOC, (SPC,ELB/1b), May 20, 1992 4

st
o —
e,

my mind "flashed back" |
P

. to the days {s{mbodia 3nd Kent State,

_— —t
- ' '
to the time—not long before—when I was, with reguf::i:y,s

And frequent@vzy >

. failing to receive th@nd adulation %

/"’;”_‘W\'“‘ch;sk P—

““’%\
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e R

And I recalled that M

\ i i i ____v,,‘,,,“,///

C most of whom I liked d very much, O

over 30
@ ¢

hey were right, s£gmawe, of/one unt-m, and

perha@ /
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_— D
L But what I fo&@eveaﬁng was the=fwet-that

‘ ng thes ndles}:onfrontations, the students

kept insisting that

e e ncur

————— 2/ IE
. Lthere w/a/s"x@]g that we had in common.

———-_-———__\\‘
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mm—

M
e —— A —i
e

There we @tting in my ofﬁ%

. ughing,
\ =~
. t g/ to one another,

And@ according to the students,

. there was absolute@ that we shared.

2l

I

et e A —————



GLOBAL-R.DOC, (SPC,ELB/Ib), May 19, 1992

m—— ~—

—

P T e R4

I was @ that some of America's most gifted students

g

ﬁ' 14 or m?re years of formal learning

@d not learned the simpl;e fﬁh that

9
/"’——'”"‘\\‘

. we still have many t&ngs in com

morn.
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//—-—-———"_ e e \—%k‘

They had @covered the fundamental fact that

. while we are all autonomous human beings

. with%own aptitudes and int rests

we are—at the same time—

\ @_dgpendent on each other.

To put it simply,

. ereallalo

P— xx—"{a
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L And @gs me to the@me of my remarks today.

e R

/ Educathr&gtudents ina multicultural world

T —— —r,ﬁ...,,—________".’_//

. s@ affirming the sacﬂ@ of every

individual.

. [t::s celebrating @ every culture.

And as the Stanford students put 1t

. it means acknowledging the "nonunif(;r\xﬁng
m
that separates us from each other. >
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In our deeply divided world, studenmust begin to

@‘Stfmd that R

gl v
And while we celebrate @ in education, I'm )n )

convinced

ik
and b&o ‘id@the commonah@%




\

Jw

tﬂm I suggested that we organize the core—
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PR

HUMAN COMMONALITIES)

But where do we bein

> M@’I\V

T

e il

Several years ago, in a book called

e

==
T

A Quest for Common Learning, 5

curriculum in the nation's colleges and schools, >

\

. not on the basis of disciplines

¢ | butonthekh

e

. Wand am

the human commonaliti

departments,

g =

asis of what we called >

a——

es, >

6 cultureD

ong all peoples on the
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Lo

concluded that there are, in fact,

. eight commonalities that bind us all together,

I — _/
and that as students stud these human commonalities, they
can learn about

Q only our diversity,
*\
. but our munity as well.

13
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I. THE LIFE CYCL

C First, at the most basic level,//)

r we all share the universal human experiences of birth
. and growth and death. S

e s

L The life cycle binds us all together.

And yet the sad truth is
~__ e e

SSES R s—

. - — ~

fﬂ:f/’—“%" ‘ \
. that most of us go through life without reflecting OIN
&\\ the mystery of our own existence,

- B ’___;2/)
R S o - - -

. not understanding conception,

e

.QM considering the sacredness of our own bodies,

M

. wﬁng about how to sustain wellness, />

S
h —~—

-K} or pondering the imperative of death.)

I
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/Mw \

My%a certified nurse midwife and delivers babies

. includin@dchﬂdren of our own.
S

And Kay :%s of delivering the babies of teenage girls. ‘

B

~——

These are children having childer
S ———

g who for m@ have fed their unborn infant

N

¢ coke and pofato chips. -

And thege wonder why children come to school

n@prepared to learn.
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I'm suggesting that above all else

. we all share the mystery of birth and growth and
death.

_——-——-—‘_’—\‘\‘\—/

And educating in a multicultural world means

. not only having students learn about the life cycle we
all shagre, =~ ===

it at) nﬂaans | N

. helping st@s>iscover how these most basic
human experieﬁées

—
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__II. LANGUAGE

Th@to commonality number 2. >

e
——

.
In addition to the life cycle
. all people on the planet use sym@

\
o to express feelings and @.
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Our sophisticated use of lan

. ( sets human beings apart from all other forms ﬁ

= —
And it'
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B S -
e ——
e

der the miracle of this very moment.
S -

. ey hit your tympanic membrie:)

@ scurrying up your eighth craniin>erve, and

there's a response deep in your cerebrum that

approximates, I trust, the img@. But do

S,
~——
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—

\_

I'm suggesti@ the exquisite use of symbols that makes
us truly human.

And wo\’ uld like }o see a core curriculEin which
Wts stu dy, S

B ———

\

. n@p@e@
buf als h@g e profoundly shape%
e

— SPE—
I e ————————

———
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o i

Writing recently in the @, Malcolm Bradbury

said: -
(:\\ It is an old t@
. Qwe dave nas tery ov@

I

———————
. langu@master us.

S S — g
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m live in a world where J
*__ whe @s abound, )

. where oliticians use 60 Dcond sound bites to

destroy th i opponents.

k ) TSR ».m,.,.._»/

22
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/“r:;\;n a world where

. W become substitutes f@

and where prejudice is frozen into hu:tiul’EBgans

éen on a, college camhpus
M

__.—-—/




|
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—

In response fo this challenge,

———

propose t@ts chete a course’in
expository writing—and oral discourse )

Q

propose @be asked to wnt@

n a consequential topic

to test th@o think critically

b Y

and integrate ideas. )

PR
SRS

S
e
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. @aﬂ students be asked to
(__ comple
wme o@ of CommunicatiiD
el

. a seminar wher@of language
!ﬂd be considered,

g aamamaity
( wherd political deb would be carefully
critiqued,

\
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—

B

I’T suggesting that etftiga:ing students in a multicultural world

*  means teaching them that@;: a shared tru
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III. THE ARTS

This brings me to human commonality #3.

-~

I'm convinced that

@nd the life c roley
g beyond the use of symbols,

e ——————
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—_—
ance i$ a universal lan&a)
7 —
@emal language.

a universal language.

. @ng and sculpture
I

. are languages that can b understoom around

Qbe world.
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e" can stir a

commnd among people
~

@her they are from Appalachia or Manliiﬁ

@ considv@tﬂr‘m Shall Overcb%
d solemn cadené
~— ,

- )

can stir powerful feelings

. sung in slow
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. Qtfor the most intimg
i — T~ B
. ost profound,

—
-

. most moving experiences,

——

S—— _ — -

. we turn m arts to

express feeling that words cannot convey.

T ——

@his is trudfor all péople on the planet.
—

—
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BENSE—————
e ——

> \\\
QHISTORY )
1 ‘ I

———— -

This brings me to human commonality #4. N

e i

Even though we are Ak M, the simple truth is that

. ple on the planet have the miracul:@

. Qo recall the past ;

We are, in fact, the only species on the planet

. that can put.itself in time and Qe.
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1 e — B ———mm———— M\
/" T.8. Eliot wiote
\\__
. time present and time past are both pres n
time future.
//

. And time future is contained in t%t.

And yet, how often we squander D>

. this truly awesome capacity to look in both

~.

D

/
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Educating in a multicultural world means asking students to

study

y." .

T —— —

—_—

A )

"Cri@ of multiculturalism insist that it will lead to a

— ~

@hed respect for Wes@@e\.\

= I _\7\_rh_‘__;‘“ ’"1"‘““ e ——— >
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'—at its best—is not an attack on

t's a candid recognition that

in a nation as diverse as ours we must respect the

differences of other people,
.

owledging that the world is becoming

more interdependent every single year.
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To put it simply, in the days ahead,

—_—

. iudents should st@stem C li;ation to
derstand our past. >

\'!\;‘ i _ o ———— — = = e —

And they should study\non-Western gultures to

understand our future. = —

e ———————A.

Ané I'm also convinced thatf' et@wome@ —

. \/ @he curriculum rather t dilute it
/’/
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V. GROUPS AND INSTITUTIONS

This brings me to another commonality we ail;hire\\\\

\ In addition to -
/ . t elife cycle,
/ )

onse to the aesthet

e .

institutions that

all people on the planet are @ps and {

I

*\_ consequently gp\e their lives.

—-_— D




GLOBAL-R.DOC, (SPC,ELB/I1b), May 19, 1992 39

. "We do\not make a world of our own."
. il "
/ @ther, he said,

>

. "We 'fall into' insututxons a.lrgady made

v_._._——-—-——-‘ / |
L . and h@wdate ourselves to them."
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G: suggesting that every society

. organizes itself
\

. and c es on its work,

through groups and\institutions,

. even though specific practices may differ

dramatically

/ . from one culture to another.
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Our son, Craig, lives in a Mayan village in the jungles of Belize

~

. withmand 3 Mayan children. )

e ——

( who are incidentally

d most handsome grandchildren

on the planet Earth /)

And when we visit Craig each year, I'm impressed that Mayans

and Americans _

S~

11 carry on their work in veryw
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L

T(ﬂd_a ans,just like us, have their family units. They have

_It'sall @ different

. Qut it's also verjr(@ch the same.
~—— u w:‘*)
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/"‘—‘ .

And &‘Q&atiigi;lulticultural world, X

I d love to see students

—_— \
do a paper in which they@ne \\




\

It's true that we are
<yl
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~—

VI. NATURAL WORLD >

M J— —
— -

This b_l'impg‘s_na_erto commonality ’1@ i

But-it's also true that we are Wthe

ecology‘;‘rDEarth |

p—

. in which we are é;i)edded s working parts,) |

., |
as Lewis ThomaDut it. \
., S -~ |
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e ~ﬁ—-ﬁ—~«—_—_—-———-—/—-_m_—\\“‘*\f ——

@, my@old grandson in Belize,
— :\

s unders s connectedness to nature very well as |

e —

" e

Comma

) \:‘;::-:; «_-—~_)

. Qb{thes in the ri\%r
)

~——— —

. and watches corn being picked pounded into

tortillas. ——

_/

i i
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e ———— T

P

But David'sgusin‘s)th live with
\\ - 4

Boston and New Jejsy

e ——————
e ——

- — . | \\
find it e@y more difficult

. to discover their connections tonature.

i /

m
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1 —

When I was United States Commissioner of Education, Joan

Cooney,

. the\brilliant creator of "Sesame Street,"

—

—

came to see me one day.

. She said they wanted to start a new program at
Children's Television Workshop

. on science and technology for junior high school
kids,

. so they could 1 derstand a little more about their

world and what they must understand to live.

. It subseque}ﬂy @d called "3-2-1
Contact."
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In doing background work for that project, they surveyed some
junior high school kids in New York City, and asked such

questions as:

t come from?" They

. And they asked,\Where cioes i

said "the switch."

. And they asked, "Where dgoes garbage go?" "Down the

chute."
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I'mguggesting that with all o@es every single one of
us

. is inextricably connected @

and that our very sm@val on this planet

/

. asingly will depend on our abiht

respond sensitively

i ™
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VII. WORK

TRis brings me to human commonality #7.
wple truth is that ~\_>

. all people on the planet spend-their time

\\zroducing and consuminE: ‘:

Work is universal,

it's sometm
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. A
sc e S

M..-n,n_.._,._.,—«——v - T ~
ey also need to be prodl‘xierb

And they should learn as well how
P —

51
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et

——
——

\

When Kay and I first visited the Peoples Republic of China in

1974
we saw an elg&school—in Shanghai—

. where every afternoon the children went to their ;

'little fa " down the hall. |
-——_\‘\\

Students in that school were makin @s of "checkers" ;

D i
thhen were taken to the loc o@l}.
MM-*M
| ‘\-—‘\%_ﬁ———
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—

They were learning very early

. the\geality of production and consumptioyﬂ

And in the 21st century students should confront

. which will be a challenge for people.

—— W et s
\ But most especially tye countries that are most

\ affluent:—
o=
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VIII. SEARCH FOR MEANIN

- e
g

.

Finally, I'm convinced that all people on the planet,

, N
. rqgardless of their unique heritage or tradition,

. s s

ire searching for a larger ]Bose.

S S —

We all seek to give special &Qing fbﬁi’.ﬁ*—liyes.

e v e g
N . ")
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— | T
Reinhold Niebuhr put it most precisely when he said,

. "Man 6&11@ unless @mmitted,

. he cannot find himself,

. unless he finds a purpose beyon@
..
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RS e S

B \ -

Again, the search for meaning varies greatly from one culture )

to another.

But it's my own conviction that

t this moment,

g

Life is @ae most authentic as we engage in

g,
N
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artin Luther King, Jr. said

« 7 L o B e —

And I'm convinced that the young people of this country are

S

o ———

B I

s s
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- IX. JUSTI
\

e————

Thé momgg I've suggested that

e

. while we're all different

~

. wt the same time—very m

e ————
e ——

—

alike.

59
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A
We are ’%ngg{?g live and die.

We all send messages to each other. )

We all respond to music and dance and the visual ~Sts.
;“\“\\\

S e —

We all recall the past and anticipate the futufb

P
\Mmber of groups and institiio/rj

S— &
. - I

We all are an inseparable part orfriznature. h—’)

e ———
B

R S— .

And we all seek to give meaning to our lives.
P _te grand s st |
. Am{t/his }s"the\&!ue that holds it all together!
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~But'here, at the very end, I'd like to underscore an bsolutely

———————

crucial point.

e
e

. A true spirit of co@y

- N - S S —
. simply c@chieved without @




GLOBAL-R.DOC, (SPC,ELB/1b), May 19, 1992 62

_/M—‘_r o

Sttt B s et

And frankly, I'm enormously troub]jd by the growing gap in

America today o

. Kwen the privileged and the poor.
= e Seena — — o /’///
roubled that in this,

. the most affluent nation in the ;v?ld,

e

. one out-of eVery 4 children, under the age of 6,

. is officially classiﬁﬁpoor.
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I'm troubled that T — —

-

. hundreds of thousands of little babies in this country ‘\\

\
\

. do net)have @l nutﬁtio

. because the federal WIC program 5 underfunded.
\\_a&%@ﬂ::‘ . L

R IS —

And I consider it a national disgrace that the Head

program,

«  which prepares disadvagtagewar-oms for
school,

/—\N

f

,//
/

.\;,g;\’ess than/ha/lf tho@ligible\

// /-\\ ™. \\\_)

. becadse of lack of money.

S



—
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//‘((’ 1 \\\"‘W,

Why is it that we can fund
. space stations,

. and bail out the S&Ls,

and never seem to e enough mOny\fojn children?

L D

64
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—

into focus when he wrote:

*  What happens tfad@n deferred?

-

. Does it d@

. like a raisin in the sun,

/(_,,;;.—s'-' —
. fest%ke a sore—
. or @over?

What happens to a dream deferred?

*  Maybe it just sags like a heavy load,

. or does it explode?

\
N\

N

\ Langston Hughes, in his timeless verse, brought the challenge

\

\
\

65
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CONCLUSION

Here then is my conclus

. Let's celebrate @

P

Let's reaffirm community.

But let's wowledge —

e

. that ie

=

rrib]e\injusiiéxstiu persist,
r\\\ B

i
and let's @dge @ﬁf together
\ ‘

/

. to build for all of us, and especially for our children,

. a b&;tter world.

N\

\:“-——-—-A.N-~
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I do not expect miracles ovemight.‘ S

And yet it is my deepest wish that

« __David, my 3-year-old grandson in Beliz\x
S—— _— J— 7 T ~——_

* , and Julie, his 3-year-old cousin in New rsey.

—

. who speak different langua

\

. Q\nd have different cdlor

.
~
e~
s

. Gﬂl wiyf\&t ow up k&)@?@side

. that they are members of the same human family.

L )
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And to me this is what

. e ur rld

. is all about.

68



