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I.

as sitting at my desk in Albany.New York.

nday morning in Albany—It was a are

which is a bit of a redundancy, I know.

And to avoid the pressures of the day

I turned instinctively to the stack of third-class mail 
that I kept perched precariously on the corner of my

• ^  to create the illusion! of being very, very 

old administrative trick.
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On top of the 

University.
was the student ne] from Stanfon

And the {headline announced that the faculty at 
ford iiad, reintroduced a required course in 

"Western Civilization," after having abolished(all 
requirements just three years before.



were mightily offended by thejaculty's brash act

e editorial, declared that

A Required Course* at Stanford is an Illiberal Act

And Mfee editors concluded) their 
v0QBPt with this blockbuster question

"How dare tfyey'^the students ask—"impose unifo 

standards on rionuniform people?"
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n at lease one count and
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was that the students kept insisting that
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sitting m my office

getting hungry

out the war

there was absolute! nothing that we shared
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And that's what troubled me the most,

I was trouble* hat some of America's most gifted students

aftei;v 14 or more years of formal leamin

still had not learned the simple truth that

while we're "nonunij^rm,'* as the Stanford students
t it,

we stil^jdo have igy&ny things in common.
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They had not discovered the fun fact that

while we are all "autonomous" human beings

• ^  with our own arititudes and interests

we are—at the same time

deeply dependent on each other.
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KEY POINT

It meansj—as the Stanford students put it—

acknowledging the ^nonuniformity" that 

separates us from each other.

ipvuv

CI
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side to the equation, 

divided world, education .also
Ok

not only to celebrate individualism,

but to reaffirm/'communit^," as well.
)



HUMAN COMMONALITIES
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But where do we begin?
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Several years ago, in a book called

those universal experiences) that are found in

and among all peoples on the planet._

And I concluded that there are, in fact,

commonalities that bind tis all together.

w W  V̂ A/
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THE LIFE CYCL

we all share the universal human experience 

and growth and deaths

(Have you noticed that the best way to get along in another 
culture is to take a baby)
The life cycle binds us all together.

And yet the sad truth is

that most of us go through life without reflectim 

th&^nystery oioyi^xfwn existence,

not understanding conception

not considering thg_sacricredness 61 our own

not learning about how to sustain wellness,rellnt

or pondering the imperative of death.
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\ My wife is st certi^ed-nurse midwife and delivers babies

including seven grandchildren of our-o^m

And Kay tells of deliveringj:iie babies of tjeenage girls.

These are childregjiaving children

• / who foKhine months have fed theirjinbc i infant 
and potato chips.

And tl̂ eik we wonder why children come to school

n^t^ejUL^repared to learn.
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we all share the mystery of birth and growth and 

death.

And quality education means

helping students 

experiences
human

ow they differ

froni one culture t another
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II. LANGUAGE

This leads me to commonalty number 2.

In addition to tjie life cycle )

all people on the planet u&dlsymbols
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The simple truthi^r that our sophisticated of language
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Consider the miracle of this very momenta

I stand here vibrating my vocal c^rds.

^Molecules.aire bombarded in your direction.

They hitj^oj^ tympanic membrane; 

signals gcT^currying up your eighth eraniaTnerve, and

there's a response deepgn your cerebrum that 
approximates, I trust, the images in mine. But do 

you realize the audacity of this act?

Encouraged your looking in my direction

I've been a teacher far too long to confuse

visual contact with
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Fijir'suggesting that our £xquif>ite use of symbols makes us trulyrjn suggesi 

rruman.-----

/ *x
And T'ri lilu Hjr me ajjflre=eug
students stuxl r̂ S -jUrf

not jijst parts of speech

but also ^ow language profoundly shapes our
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Writing recently-injhe New York Time^xMalcolm Bradbury 

said:

It is an old truth that

if we do not have master^) over language,

language itself will masterois.
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-̂v

We live in a world where

clibhes^frkve become substitutes for reason 

and where prejudice is frozen into hurtful slogans 

even^ i a college campus.
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In response to this challenge,

• I propose that all students complete a course in 

expository Writing—and oral discourse.

I also propose that atbsenior^ be asked to write 

essayjon a consequential topic

to test their_capficity to think critically

a
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But I suggest as well th^j^L-students be asked to

thics of Communication—ia course on The Etmcs oi communication—a seminar 
where the use and abuse of language would be 

considered,

where political debases would be carefully

of one's own discourse
would be thoughtfully confrontnteĉ .
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I'm suggesting that>educatingjstudents i

means teaching that langu

• and that trt(th isrthe obligation we assume

when we are empowered ip {he uselof words.
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III. THE ARTS

This brings me to human commonality #3.

' ""fiQ convinced that

^tUpeople on the planet^respond to the aesthetjc

• since art is a universal language, too.
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Painting and sculpture

are languages that can be^undefrsjtood all around 

the worldly \



Considdrliow Salvador Dali's painting
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"The Persistence of Memory"

can profoundly tbuch any persqri^haunted by the relentless 

passage of time.
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Consider how the gospel song "j^mazing G rac^ can stir a 

common bond among people

whether they are from ia or Manhattan.

And consider alsCK^owJlWe Shall Overcome,"

sung in slow and solemn_cgjdence,
___^

can stir powerful feelings

regardless of race or economic stat
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visual*tcLmusic and da and t
that wordii-carihot con

on the planet.
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IV. HISTORY

e to human commonality #4.

Even though we are all ^nonun^foraij" the simple truth is that

• (__ all people oip. the planet—regardless of their
culture—have the,miraculous capacity

to recall the past ^  

and anticipate t^e

We are, in fact, the only species on the planet

that can put rtself injtime>and spac<
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T.S. Eliot wrote

"time preseii^ and time pastj' are both perhaps found
in

• time future,

and time future contained in time past.

And yet, how often we squander

• this trul^Cawesome capacity to look in both 

directions.__ID
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Would it be too sentimental to suggest that

discussion we might become 

at times

id share witbkothers mo|e candidly

• c_the uniqueness of our past.

Let me ask you:

• how much do ^ou really i n ow about your fellow
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The problem is thatjmost of us livê ) orliyin tl^e

• V j we  don't recall our heritage

present,
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To put it s imply, 4*Kteota5^Rdiead,

stuc
^understand

ould study~Western civilization to 

our past.

And they should study iionJVestern ̂ ultures to 

understand our futur^.

And I'm also convinced that ethnic and women's studiesethnic

c^rriwill enrich the curriculi ther than dilute^it.



V. GROUPS AND INSTITUTIONS

This brings me to th onality we all share

^In addition to

sense of time

all people on the planet are also ar<rip>embers in groups and 

institutions

that consequent!
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Our son, Craig, livesin a Mayan village in th

with his Mayan wife and 3LMayan>children

Apdr^fien we>visit Craig each year, I'm impressed that Mayans

ousand years

still carry on their wor
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and law enforcement people. 

They have jails,

and they haW  gla<ces where they worship.

In some ways it's very different

but then again, it 's also very much the same
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ot^   ̂ JHSC C ^ l  Yr»K
ts understand that we all hold membership inLet's

groups anjl institutions.

But in educating in a multicultural world

t>(A£s» L-l ^  "(r
let's examinc^liaat fV,Q p^ttQ««irw.y.n 3

4al life differs.
from one culture to another.

T!?YiT5if<prT t'nf pvm npip, tlh^ e x e it i«g -p e 9sib itity^> f

• having students compare gr aviors in

• Saianta Cruz, California

with^Santa <pruz, Belize.
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VI. NATURAL WORLD

This brings me to commonality #6.

But it's also true that we are^all connected to the

ecology of planet Earth

t[in which we are all "embedded as Working parts,
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d?KT Vvy

e—who "grow up" with

and precooked foods—

find it much more difficult
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When I was United States 

Cooney,
ner of Education, Joan

• the brilliant creator of "Sesame Street,"

came to see me one day.

She start a new program at
Children ion Workshop

onscitejice ang technology fo^)junior high school 
kids.

It subsequently was funded arit| calle^ "3-
Contact."
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In doing background work for that project, they surveyed some 

junior high school kids in New York City, and asked such 

questions as:

"Where does^water come^rom?" A disturbing 

percentage said^the faucet."

And they asked, "Whei*6^4oes light come 

said "the switch."
fro^n?"? " They

And they asked, ('Where-dries garbage go?" "Down the 

chute."

O n  

pAx- )VS

1
w
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I'm suggesting that—with all our differences—every^ingle 

of us
one

is inextricably co

and that our very, survival on this planet

increasingly will depend^On our ability to

~y -

respond sensitively

• to the "earth fioifte" we share together.
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~VHL_J5EARCH FOR
. L- ' ■----  — MEANING

C  XFinally, I'm donvincedJ:hat all people on the planet,

regardless of t6eir unique heritage or tradition,
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.einhold Niebuhr put it most precisely when he said,

unless he finds a purpose
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Again, the search for meaning yaries greatly from 

to another.



WASHCL-R.DOC, (SPC,ELB/lb), September 16, 1992

Martin Luther King, Jr. said

because everyone canjsterve.

And I'm convinced that the young people o^this count

ready to be inspired by a larger vision.

And in the Carnegie report

High School an

vCollege

and^

we propose that service programs become an( "integrar 

school and collegiate education.
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Afa Vachel Lindsay ĉ scjb wrote: P^l fa  ̂

• It is the world's
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The tragedy o£lifpir not death^?
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IX, JUSTICE

TfaisLa<g g ^ g I've suggested that

while w^'re all different 

we-are-^at the same time—very much alike)
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We are all born and live andI die.

We all send ipessage^ tojeach other.

We all respond to nftisic_a4id^ance^nd the visual arts.

We all recall the past and anticipate the future.

We all are members'of groups and institutions.

CWe all are an inseparable part of nature.

JW* all engage in producing and consuming.
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onsAnd with all the talk about separations and divis^

/• this JLs the glue-^-the social cohesion—that holds it all 
v together!

• / And it's here

in the Human CommonalitiesxOn̂ frH

that the spirit of cbmmuniw can be found
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d, I'd like to underscore an absolutely

.^^^An^uthentic spirit of community ^

• sinjply cannot)be achieved without humakjustic
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And frankly, I'm enormously troubled by the growing gap in 

America today

between the privithe pri nd the poo

I'm troubled that in this,

the mosMiffluent~liation m the world,t^fnuenFiiationJ^

.onejout^pf every-^ children und^r^the age o ft jj  \

is officially classified as poor.x
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I'm troubled that

hundreds of thousands of little babies in this country

utrition

-.feccansCEEE^E

And I consider it a national disgrace that the Head Start 
program,

• which prepares disagvantaged d) and 4-year-olds for 

/School,

serves less than half the eligible children ̂

because of lack of moflev.
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or "fester" jlike a sore—

• or "crusty over?

What happens to a dream deferred?

Maybe it jus^sags^ike a heavy load,,

or does il̂  explode?
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Langston Hughes, in his timeless verse, brought the challenge



Here, then, is my conclusion

unity

that terrible injustices still persist

and pledge to build a better world

ut most

specially r our children
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J
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I do not expect mirab^es overnight.

And yet it is my deepest \ îsh that

^-year-old'grandsoKin Belize.

andjJulie} hj4 9-year-old cousin)in New Jersey.

who ̂ speak differentALanguages
^_______y

icfhand have different colored skfrrs*^

still will grow up kixowing^ep down inside

that they are truly^iembeVs of the same human 

family.

And to s what community is all about.
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Again, thank you veryjftuch for honoring me today.


