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SEARCH FOR COMMI

S \J\(\Xm
his : , at the beginning)of another academic year,

+ Ishould like to talk byiéfly abou
| I
. individualism and/’community-that=iss
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= //“\ T~

1972 })was sitting at nl&esg in Albany;, New York. w

( which is a bit of a redundancy, I lmoww

< E——

And m a;%)re@es of the day

f
|
‘/

. /@reate the 1llusm of being very. very buﬁit's an ,/‘{

¢ old admlmstratxve trick. T

‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘ #
=

ol
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n t°P,9f,,t,hc heapfwas the student ne@ from @
University.
— /

/ - “ ;"\i
/ . And the headline announced that the faculty at

ford had reintroduced @ course in !{
"Western Ci\)rilizatio&}after aving abolishe f

—— IS

|
|

req fements just three years before.
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fended by thWash h

/T_;- .

"ARe ulred C;

——

. Mret

standards on

e —————

—

o> at Stanford is an Illiberal Act."

— B

hf%l‘dents ask—"impo ifo >~'>
1for people?" -

R
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S

While reflecting on the meaof this Ve

confrontation,

to the ti
Alocked in

. and locked out of my office.

And shouty students,
+  who failed to @h@nd the adulation I
eserved. ~
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.

=

: &@—they said— 7.

take the assaul personaﬁ)

!
|
—And they were Qg_l%;oﬁqﬂfé'—on at leas( one ):ount ﬁ

perhaps two

. - —
B
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@ring these dless

was that the studen

nfrontations, N

= : N,

S ———

kept insisting that

re W&S

@hat we had 1@.




&
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) S — T ey s e S 2 e e et e

Cgetting hungry, >

=

. aughmg,

@ one anot@

( ang out the war.

= - — —— ,\ \ e ——

And yet,&:g)rdmg to the students,

— ————— ——

//

| )
. there was absolute@ that we shared 6
§ / /

together. -1/

15
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g

And that svwhat troubled me the most, e
e e —— — ™~

I was tr&éﬁ@at some of America's most gifted\s,tudents \
= - ~_ i

~ — "\

4 ‘:

\ Kafter 14 or more years of formal learnmg
‘ /Stlll lﬁad not learned the sipmp} truth that
: . whlle we're "nognun;ﬁbrm} " as the Stanford students ’
/ !!t it,
I / f
B ' .\ |
[\ . we sti @ve many things in common. / /
3 ")

| e
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They had not discovered the fundamen

fact that

17

l\ﬁ
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KEY POINT

And this brings me to the Modagf

o(\

—

I'm convinced that edygatingstad® foults
. surg ly @afﬁrming thesacredn&ss of %vey
individual.
‘\ .

. ,_I@elebratmg the unm@ culture.

—

. It rﬁag_s)—as the Stanford students put it—

. wledgmg thg“nonumfor}mt?} that

< epar e§>us from each other.

N




\
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(’" 7 ™

L

But there's another side to the equation.

) =- -

TNl
. wege 11 togethe

@al must be

.

\_’/,

. Qot onl}r)) celebrate individualﬂyn,
\_//
. but to reaffirm“ch_lm/uni\W," as well.

S

7
/

e

19
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HUMAN COMMONALITIES
V’//_\ —

But where do @

20
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— o T

e

-

Sever@, in a book called

S~ A ngﬂfECommon Learning,

— >

e ——— -— @ —

e NP

ﬁ;,/g;;ted that we organize @iculum in the
na -co es and schools,

C @m the basis of "@or depa ents,

. but on the basis of yl;at I called

é Thé<ﬂu.ma\nc monfit%{)

/ T

I N :
. those universal experiences)that are found in

And I concluded that there are, in fact,

K &ommonahtles that bind us all together i

21

pL
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(L THE LIFE CYCLE

T —

e

4

F@ the most basic level,

-
. we e the universal human experience@g&h

\ and growth and eath,

N\
N
)
v
4

(Have you noticed that the best way to get along in another

culture is to take a baby)

é e life cycle pinds us all together \

\ And yet the sad truth is

\‘7 -

z
. that most us go t h life w1th‘ggtre\flect1n—lj
ystery of o n ex1ste

. deg conceptloD

. not consxdermg t@nes our own

s not learning about how to s we%ess,

C or pondering the ifnperative of de;th.

2\
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e - B —»»—\\\

\
My wife is 4 ed nurse midwife and delivers babies

These are c@ vmg children

who fonths have fed the@ infant
( /

e-l-ié and potato chips.
p B MA_p_» ""/ / /

s —— o o —

. n@repared to learn.
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I'm éﬁgges@
it

. we all the mystery of birth and growth and

death.

helping students @sta

€x enen@s

and d@:_o@ow they differ

xé one c}ure ’p ano’t't@

these\most W

e ._—-/

.—/

U
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II. LANGUAGE >

/
This leads me }c/com@ty number 2.

D

In addition to t@e cycle >

- @eople on the planet usg/\s@Foss
) <t&"zflfressgélggs and jideas.




QL
qu\
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o~

—

—

The simple @ that our sophié@of language

. setings apart from all other forms of life.
/ And it's through@

J
y
7/ > i

'& *  that we are alEonnem ewﬁr.
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Ceonsider the miracle of this very momirlt";\)

——
—————

I stand here vibrating my vd@rds.

il
gfolecul_eage bombarded in your direction.

They E@ tympanic membrane;

—

there's a response deep.@r cerebrum that

you realize the audacity of this act?

—

e

. Encouraged your looking in my direction.
N—

I've been a teac%krfg) long to confuse

. Zv/i@lgmtact with

27

Qi\—) gnals go ;::urrying up your eight%rve, and

approximates, I trust, the images in mine. But do

»

_\‘/(
N\



WASHCL-R.DOC, (SPC,ELB/Ib), September 16, 1992 28 &

mg that ou@t‘iﬂs@bols makes us truly\\\

students study - ' :’}

{.’ %@t édrts; 9f speech

. but also Q\;\Q}anguage profoundly shapes our
N\

lives.) e
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Writing recently-in\tg New York TimesyMalcolm Bradbury

. It is an old truth-that
. if we do not have @over lan%ua%e,
*  language itself will master.us.

o ——
i
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(N )
- N
We live in a world where

(° cl@ve become substitutes for reason

[ and where pré@s frozen into hurtful slogans

. @ — a Qegé caml;u; )
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N4

response to this challenge,

[ = I propese that all stu@;ﬁ complete a course in
exposito ting—and eral discourse.

ot

[ o I also propose that a&senio@ be asked to write an
| %ssa¥ on a consequential topic

/ —

. to test thekcap&it\yto\t_h—irfnﬁgitically

—

<
— and integrate ideas.

32
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| . But I suggest as well t@dents be asked to

————

~—

'( a course on The Etmunication—a seminar

—~ua ;

; where the use and abuse of language would be

|

considered,
. where poli cal@s would be carefully
ued ﬁ(‘
and where th of one's own discourse

would be thoughtf confronte



th
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@students i

/ I'm suggesting that i

. means t ach% that languaéiis @red trust

=
. and that tn@ is'the obligation we assume /
‘ P
\ . when we are em@oweredm the use of words.
\ | ' -
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III. THE ARTS >
(\_i”,— -
{ Th1s brmgs me to human commonahty #3. >
(

e —

— __—’-’/

T Tm convinced/t’h;at

S —

* ( beyond th lifecycj)
. e use of symbols,
wple on th@esp‘g to the aesthetic

a Qinc art is universal@e, too.
e~ D

35
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re is a universal language.

@ is a unlvw

bamtmg and sculpt e

. are Ian 55 that can be\dEBtood all around

the world
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Consid;%nr Salvador Dali's painting

"The Persistence of MemoryD

can wuch any personbhaunted by the relentless
g R e

passage of time.

37
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Consider how the gospel song "W can stir a

common bond among people

L whether they are fron@‘h ox%attan.

And consider alse hall Overcome,"

.\Qg in sIowld solemn cadence,

)

. can stir powerful Ef@lings

\k

. regardless of race or economic status.

38
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I'm suggesting )
/—\b—

that for t

e

n\mst intimate,

' Mf*’jﬂd e

———

® OSt movmg Qences,

we turn tc(m.usxc»}nd da@ visual arts to
xp that worWy

—
And this is tru@eople on the planet.

_//‘—d_'*\'\

40

LI

~_D
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T _»‘\7‘\
IV. HISTORY >
~ T —

——— B

Q@e to human commonahty D

e

(/"
Even though we are all Q;Lommﬁfo‘)" the simple truth is that

i

*( all pefople) the planet—regardless of their

culturqéWraculous capacxty

. Qrecan the past 3
— n%we future.. =

We are, in fact, the only species on the planet

*  that can put @Qe@

——— e )
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— o

T.S. Eliot wrote

: "Eimg‘;_)‘rfﬁgy and’ﬁmg\pasy' are both perhaps found

in
e e
s time future,
—_— e’
~_°  and time future contained in time past.
/<7W T \\\‘\%\\\\
/ And yet, how often we squander \

. this truly’@me cacity to look in both
directions. D
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e _—

\
| . |
220 discumsion. /
(\ . Qd share thhﬁgthe@e candidly
—— *&-.__.—//
u : éliuniqueness of our past.-

[ Let me ask you: ———
‘\\<, “‘5

Is there @Q&@Rose heritage you truly rstand"
~ o m-_,__,“)
T
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1 .

The problem is tha ost of u@ oxg)uige present, )

. &dont recall our ;@

s

N ’eﬂwﬁﬁg}on\m@
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To put it simply,-in-the-daysahead,

. studentrsh{ould stud@ation to
@nd our past.

*  And they should study ffen-Western Gultures to

unders!a/ndo\urfuturg.
/ \\\¥ /
And I'm also convinced that eg;@en's studies

.w enrich the @ther @t.
- ' - ) X e o —

45
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\
\ This brings me to th
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V. GROUPS AND INSTITUTIONS ‘)

,"r

onality we all share.

. and-eur sShared sense of time,

all people on the planet are al@embers in groups and

@utiozs
\hat consequentl ﬁwes

46

N
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e ————
R \
——

—-—P—J’/

Our son, (Z@ a Mayan village in the@eﬁze

3 Mayan>children.

 \with his Mayan wife

A 'hen wewvisit Craig each year, I'm impressed that Mayans

Cand Americaris
. who may be separated b
/ %p ed by

[ \
. ho iles
. <‘nd~a\khgusand years,

( still carry on their work-i

\ N

\\4’_;/ -




- o \
Qn some ways it's very different

"\

-
U
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e ———— e,

: al S ——
,../b —

( e )

The Mayans, Just like all of us, have farmlg its. They have

S — e

. @ cult a
@ders.)
. @councils,\)

L%"‘”‘mforcement peo@
They ha< _]alls >

/
and schools,

«  and they haere they worship.

)

—_— - / = — >

. but tlggl again, it's also very much thyme.
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Y on x (BALW- Fﬂ%«gwmw(ﬁf@ e
Let's help-students und rstanh that we z{fl\lgold membership in

groué}n}l institutions. \/

But in educating in a multicultural world,
\_

m’ﬂ iw L€ é; Eil: >
. let's ex ;

from one culture to another.

l er' O oa ® 3 eqge f

- having students compare grqup behaviors in

. {a@ California
. with@ruz, Belize.
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—
David, my 3-year-ol in Belize,
i — D

l - U
. ds hi@s to nature" very well
: he n/\
A
-




WASHCL-R.DOC, (SPC,ELB/I1b), September 16, 1992 50

s

VI. NATURAL WORLD

This brings me to commonality #6.

D
( o f |
| TIt's true that we “are all dj ferent P e e,

But it's also true that we u&al@nected to the

.Qlogy of planet Earth /)

. (m which we are all "e bedd@orking parts,"

—~

: /aQLeWis Thomas puti>

R ———
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Lol o Bab am (omds

By ™y
mwdmltMe—who "grow up" with

. ;hppliancﬁ
. and ésph\alD

- and p/\x'ecookca\gl foods—
P e e——— - \_,/‘/ _

52

find it much more difficult \
T

. to discover their@mecq’oﬁto the natural world.
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(’f \\\\‘
When I was Unit@ner of Education, Joan

Cooney,

. the brilliant creator of "Sesame Street,"

(f o —— P
came to see me one day. T

. She

Children's Television Workshop

start a new program at

. on ¢ sci\e:@_@ technology for/junior high school
kids.

It subsequently was funded "3-%?

Contact."
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~——

In doing background work for that project, they surveyed some

junior high school kids in New York City, and asked such
questions as:

e

}

N B
. And they asked, "WheW@? " They

said "the switch."

"Where doesq:t\e: come from?" A disturbing

percentage said-" hglfaucet."

. And they asked, (Where tj.f_’ggrbage go?" "Down the

chute."
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ingle one

I'm suggesting that—with all our differences—.e‘VC_l'JD

of us

Z e —_— <t —~——
alu orld

is inextricably ,,(ZQI;,m:ct_,,éﬁltozihehng;\u;

TS
S~

—

| N
| .
. <respond sensitively

. Wether. ,:
\ )
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=

“WIL_SEARCH FOR MEANING >

N
.

.

Finally, I'm convinced that all people on the planet,
R S

Qegardless of t@ue heritage or tradition,

Care searching for aJJarger ose.

60
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///

————— /

einhold Niebuhr put it most precisely when he said, \

"Man @no@s@yuless he be committed,

\unless he finds a purpose@imselﬂ"

S— 7»__‘\—\—_———/,

—
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Again, the search for meaning yaries greatly from one culture )
e ——— s { /

to another.

But it's my @iction that

B I
. at this moment,
. and in this ‘cwulture- J

,/’

— / . // e

e

Life is made most authentic as we/engage in service.
. (/
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—_—

Martin Luther King, Jr. said \\\

s everyone can be grea

7~
\_ * 7~ because everyone can _serve.

. . o \\
And I'm convinced that the young people 0615 country) are

. ready to be inspired by a larger vision.

And in the Carnegie report

" @ School ailD

. College

we propose that service programs become a@ral part of

G.Qhool an(@leglate education.
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‘\“\N\\‘

e,

R
Ry

Ab Vachel Lindsay ek wrote: P /ML al Lot

- It is the world's QI};)\Cﬁme )
. Its babes grow dull. /

i

/ Not that theym@. ) y

. but that they selde reap

. (\N t that they se

. but have no ééd%o serve.

N
+  Not (that they\dﬁ ~
*  but that they die mﬁ thp

. B — _ w//
Rl SRS B

A
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The tragedy ofdifcls not death,)
S

-
N

The tragedy is to dje

b
. with co@itment undefined,

. \ convictions).ndeclared,

G —

— B

- | service fulfilled.)
N J

55
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IX. JUSTICE

This ex€ning I've suggested that

. while w{e:ll ifferent

g@at the same time—very muc@
—e )

64
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We are alwnﬁl\lge and aﬁ i

( We all send @s:sa&:g to each wr.

we all respond to rgsm_a)ldda@nd the v1sua1 arts.

Q recall the past and anticipate the future.

r————

de all are me@ of groups and institutions.
e -

)lle-.all—en-gagszmﬁeduemgan&consumg

o - We all s@e meaninw)
L //)

65
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e

L o - N o ) )

And with all the talk abaut separatiofs and divisjons

. this is th@f@n—that holds it all
Ctogethert

—~ Tl

. And it's here

/ PR
/ * in the wonaﬁties
. that th@ can be found.

(o)
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JUSTICE

d, I'd like to m@re an absolutely

——

Wic spirit of comm@

. simply cannot)be achieved without @

67
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N

\ And frankly, I'm enormously troubled by the growing gap in

erica today

\\ *  between @\miﬁ@d the poo%

e -
I'm troubled that in this, \

the world,

f
@t f hhlldren under the age of @
<15 offic1ally classified as poor )
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./ -

I'm troubled that >
—

\

69

* hu@ of thousands of little babies in this country

And I consider it a national disgrace that the Head Start
program,

’ which prepares disadvantaged Q and 4-year-olds for

_school,
(

& sewgless than half the eligible childre;i)
S e—— e

—

. & because of lack of moﬁey>

7

A



&
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e
—~——_

Why is it th@

* (space stations S MTTL\Q&,

. and,l(ail out the S&Ls,

and never seem @ enough money for,our children?
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Langston Hughes, in his timeless verse, brought the challenge

into focus when he wrote:

hat happens to a dme

. Coes 'ti'zl;;“!’" “5
. Qi_lia raisin in the suﬁ
. or @like a sore—
. or@over?
- — .

What happens to a dream deferred?

} . Maybe it jus@ike a heavy load,

f ;
.l or does i@dﬁ?)
s e T —
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( CONCLUSION

Here, then, is my conclusion.

c Left'rs” reaffirm comnit}:r." D < - .

. e st

——

| But let's %)\j:knowledge \

. that terrible injustices still persist, \

| . and pledge to b@etter world,
3\ «  forall o@ut most
. épeci@r our children,
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I do not exﬁe@es overnight.

/ - . \\‘

— -

And yet it is my @ish that
"@ myé year-ol@n Belize.

\ and i‘ﬂl’)' h@@in New Jersey.
. who speak @anguages

an?flave different colored Skib

still will grow up @ep down inside

Qat they are t‘rul /ms of the same human

family.

[ ]
—

And to\\mp‘ @is what community is all about.
S )
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Again, thank you @uch for h ing me today.

74



