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. self-discipline,

. perseverance, and {
. giving.
What if all of the adults, who seem set about the troubled lives of children, would

indeed create a climate in which these virtues would become, for all of us, a way of
life?

Shortly before his death, the Jewish leader Abraham Joshua Herschel was asked what
message he had for young people. He replied: "I would say: Let them remember that
there is a meaning beyond absurdity. Let them be sure that every little deed counts, that
every word has power, and that we can—everyone—do your share to redeem the world
in spite of all the absurdities and frustrations and disappointments. And, above all,
remember that the meaning of life is to build a life as if it were a work of art."z+

In the end, the Basic School is about building a work of art.
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