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Introduction

The story of the native American is familiar. Buring three
centuries of European exploration, colonization and, later, national 
expansion, Indians were viewed as people to be converted, tame^ and 
removed. Without knowing a complete history, many Americans are non
theless familiar with the broad sequence of events: Battles for

I .0 ■territory, treaties, relocation of whqe nations, suppression of
Atraditional culture and the paternalistic trust responsibility of 

the federal government.
Today, Indian societies still hold the scars of this past.

Basic indicators of social health are among the lowest of any group 
in the United STates. Rates of alcoholism^-suxcid^and unemploy­
ment, for example, often far exceed the national average. Education 
and life expectancy, meanwhile, can hit frightening lows. The 
problems are enormous.

But these facts can lead to another type of victimization.
With so many problems that seem unsolvable, with cultures that 
appear to casual observers as hopelessly faded, it is tempting to 
believe that native American society is no longer viable and that 
solutions to fundamental problems do not exist.

But hope does exist. After years of national confusion and 
federal neglect, a movement is now building within many Indian 
communities to promote social and economic renewal. From Indian- 
controlled industry to a renewed faith in the vaiue~~of) traditional 
culture, there are people and institutionathat are creating a new 
mood of opportunity and pride. Few tribal communities have been 
transformed, but an era of self-determination does exist.

A vital part of this movement, we believe, is the growing 
number of tribally-controlled colleges, institutions of higher 
learning that are started and run by the people they are expected 
to serve. Unlike all other American colleges, these Indian 
institutions are usually located within reservaation boudaries and 
are expected to seaeve-the-nee respond to the unique needs of 
"an educationally disenfranchised population," said an admini­
strator of one such college.



The approximately two dozen colleges that are located in 
eleven states and Canada challenge the idea that traditional culture 
has no place in contempory America and that options for ad- 
vancementdo not exist on most reservations. Although the oldest 
college has was started inl968, these youn^ and struggling 
institutions are providing evidence that Native Americans can 
bring real change to the landscape of reservation communities.

But as youn§ iftstirtutrioftsj that are located in isolated 
corners of the United States, the nation has not recognized the 
evidence of their work or the promise they hold if they are
supported into the future. This Voajv\ \̂Jr

This is not a minor concern. Sg^jtribal colleges ̂ rely on
tuition or tribal support^costs must be kept low for poor stud­
ents and tribes do not collect the taxes that can support a
collegew-ofit instead.|on outside money from the federal governmentVytvwv.and a collection of -^corporations of foundations ./The creation, 
growth and success"'S'f these modest institutions are directly 

j related to these outside funds.
*  J  The Carnegie Foundation spent two years investigating these 

V’ jir colleges and the ideas they represent. We visited seven of the 
\y colleges and had the opportunity to talk extensively with admini­

strators, faculty and students at each. In addition we inter­
viewed dozens of̂  leaders,— indian educators, and others 
involved in- native-teerican issuej^, From this, we are convinced 
that the concept of tribally-controlled education is valid and that 
'these colleges are providing an essential service in their co­
mmunities. Specifically, we identifed three areas where they were 
meeting the needs of their communities, ^*

-haio*x 1
First, t-hgy—a-re offering educational advancement to cultures 
acopistomed to^failure. ^

The The attrition rate of Native Americans in higher education 
is the highest of any group in the nation. Isolated by distance 
and culture, many Indian students come to accept they that they 
can not succeed in college. Administrators and faculty and at non-



Indian colleges, meanwhile can be supportive, but frequently do 
not have the ability to meet the unique needs of native American 
students.

Tribal colleges, however, focus their programs on this gjfpup 
group. tiltgkdeo-
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'̂Iaj\ \h/\) I (AAn6 CkA/̂  "W i l/> £<. ‘̂JI ' ^



n< 1 •fc-'t'A vv/ c y ^ I  c-
C)(YJ\ \ A Jjr

■ - V -v_x * - J v ^ U v ^ v  | V

V A a  j 4s JJ C C^txvv^  ̂ $rvV̂ L j/tiAj A ̂
\vj Vv4 j ,sVs, [{Aq̂Cĵ ) i/\̂lr>q/j 
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£(\/y\Ŵ  A ^ l tb-ĉi .
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4"lArz> Afv; AM\L- /j ‘Sr'rVU, ^rvT/yTAAA^ t 
5-\7Fp d ^ M g _

T W  ^  W - o ^ ^  w X^l̂ i istwy-̂v̂  n v^vvv^,: W' ̂  t̂_.
SiV ^  w'̂ 1/' lr\A/l/\ laa/ '4̂ uaa.

•v/Y ( ^ 7 ^ v > |   ̂ 0 ^  - f- r ^ A  </| OrN i / ^ M  cHa J2- R ^ fV ^
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Ĉ° ĵjxJL̂ A ^  >

X ^  v ~ ^ w \ A  L r » X ts  <xl ^ i U L«!^o ,  4 ^ m a a -

i ^ U . ,  \A N  V v n '^WV ^ n . 1  <AA\ £\A /^u 4 ^ - ^  lAA^ ̂ i/v-V j/

l/V
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